Dog Seizure — Dorset Council
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Under the Dog Control Act 2000 — s35-40, Council has the power to seize dogs that are in breach of the Act.

Most commonly this is dogs that have attacked people or animals, or dogs that are roaming (at large).

Dog Seizure Process

Member of the Public reports a
dog at large

If the dog is not secured by the
Officer but the address is
known, the Officer may issue a
Dog at Large notice to the owner
once sufficientevidenceis
obtained

If the dog is not sighted by the
Officer and the address is not
known, no further action will be
taken

Customer Service will ask about
the details of the dog, the
location, if the dog is secured
and the contact details of the
person reporting the dog incase
the Animal Control Officer
requires further details

Council will advise community
members to contact the Council
in the event of losing their dog;
which will duly assist Council
officers in seekingto reunite
impounded dogs with their
owners

What happens when a dog is seized?

If the owner of the dog can be
identified, Council will endeavour to
contact the owner to advise their dog

has been impounded and why

Obstruction: a person must not
obstruct, hinder, delay, impeded or
threaten an authorised person in
performing any funstion or exercising
any power under the Act

Once notified in writing, the owner has
five (5) business days to reclaim their
dog. If the owner does not reclaim the
dog after 5 business dogs, the General
Manager may sell, destroy or
otherwise dispose of the dog

Misleading Information: a person must
astatementknowing it to be
false or misleading

Fees relating to seizure and impounding

The Animal Control Officer will
be dispatched to attend and
investigate

If the dog does not have a
microchip or is not registered
with Dorset Council or has a

history of being at large, the dog
may be taken to the Council
pound

If the owner of the dog can’t be
indentified, Council is only required to
hold the dog for three (3) business
EVS

Itis an offence to; remove or interfere
with a seized dog, or destroy or
damage any structure, enclosure or
pound where the dog is detained

Prior to releasing the dog, the owner of a dog seized under s35 must pay:

e any fees in relation to the seizure and detaining of the dog; and
e the reasonable cost of the dog's detention; and
e the cost of implanting the dog with a microchip under section 35(6) ; and
e any other fees or charges relating to the dog that have not been paid under the Act; and

e in the case of an unregistered dog, the appropriate registration fee.

Dorset Council Fees and Charges

If the dog is secured by the
Officer, they will scan the dog for
amicrochip and see if the dog
has atag

If the dog is microchipped or has
atag and is registered with
Dorset Council and no history of
being at large, the Officerwill
call the owner toreturn. The
owner may be issued with a dog
atlarge infringement

Everyreasonable effort will be made
to secure an alternative home for dogs
admitted to the pound and not
claimed.

After three (3) business days, if the
owner is not identified, the general
ager may sell, destroy or

e dispose of the dog or
destroy the dog if itis a dangerous dog
or arestricted breed.
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http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=ALL;doc_id=102%2B%2B2000%2BAT%40EN%2B20101018130000;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=dog%20control%20act
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2000-102#GS35@Gs6@EN
https://www.dorset.tas.gov.au/fees-and-charges-schedule
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