
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just when we thought we had gotten rid of COVID it has 
unfortunately come roaring back to once again affect our 
community and businesses, compounded by rising inflation 
and rising interest rates. 
 
Predicting the future even in the short-term is becoming 
increasingly difficult, however, our recent budget has at 
least given Council a solid platform for the next 12 months. 
 
Given the National CPI increase of 6.1% (June 22 quarter) 
and the Hobart CPI increase of 6.5% (June 22 quarter), the 
average increase of 5% to fees and charges and the 4.5% 
increase to the general rate are very reasonable.  
 
This figure was made possible by Council’s willingness to 
look outside the square for additional income. Given the 
cost of maintaining our vast road and bridge network, had 
we not sought additional income opportunities it is likely the 
rate rise would have needed to have been 6 to 7%. 
 
In comparison, this puts the Dorset rate rise at the median 
of the northern Councils with Meander Valley at 5.9%, 
George Town at 5.8%, Northern Midlands at 4.5%, West 
Tamar at 3.9%, Break O’Day at 3.75% and Launceston at 
3.75%. 
 
With the rate of inflation predicted to continue to rise at 
least in the short-term, our community will need to consider 
whether we are prepared to pay significantly higher rates 
than we are used to, or we are willing to accept a reduction 
in the services provided by Council. It is my intention for 
Council to poll the community later in the year to get 
feedback on these options. 
 
I would like to thank the community for your support over 
the last year as we look forward to delivering quality service 
at the best price achievable over the coming year. 

 

 

Mayor | Greg Howard 
0409 546 247 
mayorhoward@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Deputy Mayor | Dale Jessup 
0409 546 171 

deputymayorjessup@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Councillor | Mervyn Chilcott 
0417 542 152 
councillorchilcott@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Councillor | Edwina Powell 
0438 527 401 

councillorpowell@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Councillor | Murray Lade 
0427 919 064 
councillorlade@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Councillor | Leonie Stein 
0400 737 132 

councillorstein@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Councillor | Jan Hughes 
0428 993 723 
councillorhughes@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Councillor | Jerrod Nichols 
0409 522 276 

councillornichols@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Councillor | Wendy McLennan 
0427 583 853 
councillormclennan@dorset.tas.gov.au 
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Your Rates Explained 

 
 

Why do I pay a General Rate? 

Rates are a form of tax and are levied on all rateable properties to 
contribute to a wide range of essential services and facilities 
provided by Council. The value of rateable land is an indicator of 
the financial contribution that the ratepayer in respect of that land 
has capacity to make. 

What is an AAV? 

Council use the Assessed Annual Value (AAV) provided by the 
Office of the Valuer-General to calculate the General Rate. The 
AAV is the higher of the gross annual income that the owner of the 
property might reasonably expect to obtain from renting it to a 
tenant, or 4% of the property’s Capital Value (CV).  

What is the Waste Management charge? 

The Waste Management charge is a $120 fixed fee that is applied 
to all rateable land to contribute towards running the Waste 
Transfer Station facilities, collection of public town bins, disposal 
operations and rehabilitation of landfill sites. 

What are the MGB charges? 

A MGB (Mobile Garbage Bin) and Recycling MGB charge are 
applied to all properties that receive a kerbside collection service. 
Waste MGB charges vary based on whether the MGB is small (80L), 
medium (120L) or large (240L). 

What is the Fire Service levy? 
Council collect the Fire Service levy on behalf of the State 
Government to contribute towards the operating costs of fire 
brigades. The minimum charge and all increases are determined 
by the State Fire Commission, independently of Council. 

Do I get charged interest on overdue rates and charges? 

Daily interest applies to any amount that remains outstanding 14 
days from the due date.  Council would prefer to work with you to 
make a payment arrangement rather than charge interest – please 
contact our friendly customer service team for more information. 
 
Pensioner Remissions 

Ratepayers who hold a Pensioner Concession Card, Health Care 
Card or Repatriation Health Card (Gold Card [TPI]) with a date of 
grant on or prior to 1 July 2022 may be eligible for a partial 
remission of rates – please contact our friendly customer service 
team for more information or visit www.dorset.tas.gov.au  

Financial Hardship & Payment Arrangements 

Council understand that there may be members of our community 
that are experiencing financing hardship. To assist, Council offer a 
range of payment arrangement options – please contact our 
friendly customer service team for more information or visit 
www.dorset.tas.gov.au/rates-and-property    

Contact Details Need Updating? 

Council rely on your contact details being current to communicate 
effectively and efficiently with you about rates including payment 
reminders via SMS.  If your details change, please advise Council’s 
friendly customer service team or email dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au  

Emailed Instalment Notices 

Council offer rates instalment notices by email.  To sign up visit 
registrations.pml.com.au/dorset  

 
Sources of Council Income 

Council's total budgeted income for 2022/23 is $21.5 million.  
Rates and waste charges account for $9.2 million, grant funding 
equals $9.9 million, user fees $1.5 million and statutory charges 
total $0.2 million. 

 

Council's proposed operational expenditure for 2022/23   

Council's operational expenditure of $15.1 million is one third 
employee costs, one third being depreciation on Council assets 
with all other expenses making up the remaining third.  All other 
expenses are predominantly made up of contracts, materials, 
administration and state levies, licences and taxes. 

 

Proposed Capital Works Program for 2022/23 

Council's capital works program for 2022/23 is $11.9 million.  
When the capital works program is added to Council's operational 
expenditure of $15.1 million the total Council expenditure budget 
for 2022/23 is $27 million. 

 

Key Projects & Programs for 2022/23 

▪ The total road program is $4.9 million. Key road projects 
include: 
- Victoria Street redevelopment $1.4 million 
- Old Waterhouse Road safety improvements $0.6 million 
- Annual re-sheeting and reseal program $1.8 million 

▪ Rail Trail $1.5 million 
▪ Derby Trail Head Redevelopment $0.8 million 
▪ Scottsdale Railway Station Redevelopment $0.1 million 
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equals $9.9 million, user fees $1.5 million and statutory charges 
total $0.2 million. 

 

Council's proposed operational expenditure for 2022/23   

Council's operational expenditure of $15.1 million is one third 
employee costs, one third being depreciation on Council assets 
with all other expenses making up the remaining third.  All other 
expenses are predominantly made up of contracts, materials, 
administration and state levies, licences and taxes. 

 

Proposed Capital Works Program for 2022/23 

Council's capital works program for 2022/23 is $11.9 million.  
When the capital works program is added to Council's operational 
expenditure of $15.1 million the total Council expenditure budget 
for 2022/23 is $27 million. 

 

Key Projects & Programs for 2022/23 

▪ The total road program is $4.9 million. Key road projects 
include: 
- Victoria Street redevelopment $1.4 million 
- Old Waterhouse Road safety improvements $0.6 million 
- Annual re-sheeting and reseal program $1.8 million 

▪ Rail Trail $1.5 million 
▪ Derby Trail Head Redevelopment $0.8 million 
▪ Scottsdale Railway Station Redevelopment $0.1 million 
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Your Rates Explained 

 
 

Why do I pay a General Rate? 

Rates are a form of tax and are levied on all rateable properties to 
contribute to a wide range of essential services and facilities 
provided by Council. The value of rateable land is an indicator of 
the financial contribution that the ratepayer in respect of that land 
has capacity to make. 

What is an AAV? 

Council use the Assessed Annual Value (AAV) provided by the 
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What is the Waste Management charge? 
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What are the MGB charges? 

A MGB (Mobile Garbage Bin) and Recycling MGB charge are 
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What is the Fire Service levy? 
Council collect the Fire Service levy on behalf of the State 
Government to contribute towards the operating costs of fire 
brigades. The minimum charge and all increases are determined 
by the State Fire Commission, independently of Council. 

Do I get charged interest on overdue rates and charges? 

Daily interest applies to any amount that remains outstanding 14 
days from the due date.  Council would prefer to work with you to 
make a payment arrangement rather than charge interest – please 
contact our friendly customer service team for more information. 
 
Pensioner Remissions 

Ratepayers who hold a Pensioner Concession Card, Health Care 
Card or Repatriation Health Card (Gold Card [TPI]) with a date of 
grant on or prior to 1 July 2022 may be eligible for a partial 
remission of rates – please contact our friendly customer service 
team for more information or visit www.dorset.tas.gov.au  

Financial Hardship & Payment Arrangements 

Council understand that there may be members of our community 
that are experiencing financing hardship. To assist, Council offer a 
range of payment arrangement options – please contact our 
friendly customer service team for more information or visit 
www.dorset.tas.gov.au/rates-and-property    

Contact Details Need Updating? 

Council rely on your contact details being current to communicate 
effectively and efficiently with you about rates including payment 
reminders via SMS.  If your details change, please advise Council’s 
friendly customer service team or email dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au  

Emailed Instalment Notices 

Council offer rates instalment notices by email.  To sign up visit 
registrations.pml.com.au/dorset  
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for 2022/23 is $27 million. 

 

Key Projects & Programs for 2022/23 
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