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Council endeavours to provide a high standard of cemetery presentation.  In order to ensure that 
maintenance can occur unimpeded, council has adopted management guidelines that apply to the 
following council managed cemeteries: 
 

 MONUMENTAL 
SECTION 

LAWN     
SECTION 

MEMORIAL 
WALL 

ROSE GARDEN 
SECTION 

Bridport Cemetery ✓  ✓  

Ellesmere Cemetery ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Branxholm Cemetery ✓  ✓  

Ringarooma Cemetery ✓  ✓  

Moorina Cemetery ✓  ✓  

Nabowla Cemetery ✓  ✓  

Springfield Cemetery ✓    

Stronach Cemetery ✓    

Gladstone Cemetery ✓  ✓  

North Scottsdale 
Cemetery 

✓    

Note:   
St Pauls Cemetery, Springfield: This is not a Council managed cemetery.  Maintenance and burial requests are done through 
St Paul’s. 
Rushy Lagoon Cemetery: Privately owned cemetery. 
Boobyalla Cemetery: Privately owned cemetery. 

 
1. BURIALS AND INTERMENTS 
Burials and Interments are to be arranged Monday to Friday.  Other times and days may be arranged upon 
availability of Council Officers with prior notice.  This may incur additional fees. 
 
A funeral may be conducted at a cemetery between 8:30am and 3.30pm on business days. Funerals outside of 
these times may be discussed with authorised Council Officers.  
 
Any funeral that is being conducted after 2:00pm will incur an addition late burial fee as per Dorset Council Fees 
& Charges Schedule. 
 
All funeral start time must be agreed on by Council staff and the funeral home and adhered to. 
 
In emergency circumstances please contact Council’s out of hours emergency number 1300 858 824  
 
The location of any grave, plot or niche will be determined by an authorised Council Officer unless a previous 
reservation can be proven. 
 
All Burials and interments (Including ashes) require an application to Dorset Council and written approval 24hrs 
before the interment is to take place (1 business day).  Ashes are to be interred by Dorset Council staff only unless 
prior written approval has been received. 
 
Please Note: If Council is to remove any existing granite tops from graves for re-interment or reserves no 
responsibility will be taken by Council if any damage occurs and additional costs will be charged for additional 
labour in removing same. 
Funeral directors can arrange removal in consultation with Council by contractors if they wish. 
 

• Form required:  Application for Interment (DOC/21/2807) 
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2. RESERVATIONS 
Dorset Council allows reservation of all plots in accordance with the following: 

SECTION RESERVATIONS STATUS 

Lawn Section Allowed 

Monumental Section Allowed (*Conditions apply at Bridport Cemetery) 

Rose Garden Allowed 

Memorial Wall Allowed 

Two (2) adjacent plots only may be reserved within all cemetery sections with the exception of Bridport 
Monumental section.  This section is restricted to only allowing a reservation in one (1) adjacent plot 
to an interment.   
Reservations can only be made by persons over the age of 18.   
 

• Form required:  Application for Reservation (DOC/21/2807) 
 

3. INSTALLATIONS (Monuments/Headstones/Plaques) 
 
All installations must be carried out by Dorset Council employees.   
 
Application Form to be filled out and approved prior to any works commencing.  
All memorial/monumental plot maintenance, repair, upkeep, and the like are the responsibility of the 
owner/owners or their rightful successors.  However, in this regard, any works, whatever their nature, 
which are deemed necessary and/or desirable must be approved by Dorset Council prior to 
commencement.  
Dorset Council reserves the right to maintain the generality of plot sites and surrounds in a clean and 
tidy state. 
 

         
Memorial Wall Plaque Sample     Plinth and Ashes Box Sample               Headstone 
Sample 
 

Form required:  Application for Installation or Alteration of a Monument (DOC/21/21/9370) 
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4.  ADORNMENTS 
Items permitted to be placed on graves at any time include: 

• Fresh wreaths and floral tributes – council will generally remove these from the grave 
within fourteen days or when they are considered to be perished. 

• Silk and/or plastic flowers – council will remove these from the grave when they are 
perished. 

The above adornments must only be placed within the plot boundaries and must be within a single 
non-breakable container.  Glass is not permitted to be utilised due to safety reasons.  Additional 
adornments may be allowed in some sections of the cemetery – please see relevant section for 
further information.  
 
Lawn Cemetery Adornments: 
 
Lawn Cemetery Adornments must be contained to the concrete section of the plot. Adornments are 
not to be placed in or on the lawn and will be removed and taken to the Dorset Council Depot for 
collection. 
 
Only the approved plastic vase supplied by Dorset Council is permitted. (Please contact Council if a vase 
has not been supplied) 
 
Glass, porcelain, terracotta, ceramic and other objects which are easily broken are not permitted in the 
lawn cemetery as they may impact on the safety of visitor and council staff. 
 
It is recommended by council that any food and drink items are not to be used as adornments as they 
can attract insect and animals, these items can also become unsightly over time (please note that any 
items placed on the lawn will be removed when maintenance is being undertaken). 
 
Council staff will, at any time, remove and dispose of any items that are offensive, unsightly, aged, 
weathered, deemed to pose a hazard, or are not in accordance with the cemetery Guidelines. 
 
The responsibility for care, maintenance and security of objects placed on grave sites rests with the 
family of the deceased. 
 
5.  MEMORIALS 
 
Where a member of the community requests that a memorial plinth be placed at the cemetery and 
there is no requirement for a burial or placement of ashes: 

• Council will allow the placement of a memorial plinth at a site approved by Council officers. 

• Council will charge a fee equal to the Installation of Plaque fee as identified in Council’s 
Annual Fees and Charges Schedule. 

• Council will allow the reservation of sites for this purpose. 

• All works must be carried out by Dorset Council employees unless prior written approval 
has been granted. 

 

• Form required:  Application for Installation or Alteration of a Monument (DOC/21/21/9370) 
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6.  SPECIFIC SECTION REQUIREMENTS 
 
LAWN SECTION 
 
Located at Ellesmere Cemetery 
 

 
 
Plot sizes 
All plots are 1200mm wide and 2400mm long.  Plots can be double depth or single depth.  Each plot 
can be used for up to two (2) coffin interments and up to four (4) ashes interments, whilst two (2) coffin 
interments are absolute maximum. Placement of Ashes into graves will not be allowed until all burials 
are complete. 
 
Installations 
All plaques shall –  

• be 380mm wide and 280mm high with no lugs on the Plaque in the old Lawn section) 

• be 380mm wide and 215mm high with lugs required on the Plaque in the new Lawn 
section) 

 
MONUMENTAL SECTION 
 
Located at Ellesmere, Bridport, Branxholm, Ringarooma, Moorina, Nabowla, Springfield, Stronach, 
North Scottsdale and Gladstone Cemeteries 
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Plot sizes 
 
All plot sizes (except for Bridport – see below) are 1200mm wide and 2400mm long.  Plots can be double 
depth or single depth.  Each plot can be used for up to two (2) coffin interments and up to four (4) ashes 
interments.  Whilst two coffin interments are absolute maximum.  
 
Bridport Only: 
Plot sizes are 1500mm wide and 2400mm long.  Plots can be single depth only – Each plot can be used 
for one (1) coffin interment only and up to two (2) ashes interments.  Whilst the one (1) coffin interment 
is an absolute maximum, the number of four (4) ashes interments. 
 
Installations/Alteration of a Monument 
 
All monuments and headstones shall have written approval to their placement or repair and: 

• be made of concrete/stone or material approved by Council.  

• be placed on proper and substantial foundations. 

• not exceed the designated plot size 

• rubbish/waste is to be removed from the cemetery by the contractor or person who has 
been authorised to undertake works (if council staff are to remove rubbish/waste the 
contractor/person will be charged under council fees & charges schedule) 

• Council must be informed when works are to be undertaken to minimise the chance of 
works being conducted during funeral processions. 

 
Adornments 
Additional adornments are allowed but must be contained within the designated plot area only.  Items 
placed outside of this area will be removed. 
 
NO permanent plantings are to be placed within Dorset Council cemeteries. Any unauthorised plants 
will be removed by council staff. 
 
 
ROSE GARDEN SECTION: 
Located at Ellesmere Cemetery 
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Plot Sizes 
Plinth bases are 175mm square x 320mm high.  Each plot can be used for one (1) ashes interment 
only.  If there are 2 boxes of ashes that require interment, then 2 plots may be required.  Please 
discuss with Dorset Council staff. 
 
Installations 
Rose Garden requirements are: 

• Ashes boxes (plastic urn) must be 112mm wide x 87mm high x 220mm deep 

• Plaques must be made of bronze or stainless steel and be 147mm x 136mm with no lugs 
or brackets.  

 
 
Adornments 
NO additional adornments are permitted in the rose garden section.  Additional items will be removed.   
 
MEMORIAL WALL SECTION: 
Located at Ellesmere, Bridport, Branxholm, Moorina, Gladstone and Ringarooma Cemeteries 
 

 
 
Niche sizes 
145mm x 146mm.  Each niche can be used for one ashes interment only.  If there are 2 boxes of ashes 
that require fitting in the memorial wall, then 2 niches and 2 plaques are required. 
  
Installations 

• Ashes boxes must be 112mm wide x 87mm high x 220mm deep 

• Plaques must be made of bronze or stainless steel and be 146mm x 145mm with no lugs 
or brackets. 

 
Adornments 
NO additional adornments are permitted in the Memorial Wall section.  Additional items will be 
removed. 
 


