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CAR PARKING PLAN FOR PROPOSED RAIL TRAIL 
 

 Ten (10) car parking 

spaces would be 

provided. 

 All car parking spaces 

would be 5.4 metres 

long by 2.6 metres 

wide. 

 Access strips 

adjacent to the car 

parking spaces would 

be 6.4 metres wide 

(shown in hashed 

blue). 

 Existing surface 

treatment is gravel and 

will be extended to 

edges of proposed 

parking as necessary. 

This will be maintained 

to ensure that they are 

useable in all weather 

conditions. 
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Thomas Wagenknecht

From: TasWater Development Mailbox <Development@taswater.com.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 12 January 2021 8:10 AM
To: Samantha Olah
Cc: Development Applications
Subject: TWDA 2021/00039-DC  PLA/2020/122 - Rail Trail (Scottsdale to Wyena) - Dorset 

Council - F/R 50429/3 Ellenor Street Scottsdale, North East Corridor (multiple 
casements), and Council Road Reserves (multiple) Incorrect Referral

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Sir/Madam 
  
Thank you for allowing us to review this development. But in this instance the following will apply. 
  
Pursuant to the Water and Sewerage Industry Act 2008 (TAS) Section 56P(1) TasWater has assessed the application
for the above mentioned permit and has determined that the proposed development did not require a referral and
therefore does not require a submission from TasWater as the Rail Trail ‐ North East Corridor (multiple casements), 
and Council Road Reserves (multiple) will not; 
  

a. Increase the demand for water supplied by TasWater; or  

b. Increase the amount of sewage or toxins that is to be removed by, or discharged into, TasWater sewerage 

infrastructure; or 

c. Damage or interfere with TasWater works; or 

d. Adversely affect TasWater operations. 

If you have any queries, please contact me. 
  
Regards 
  

David Boyle 
Senior Development Assessment Officer 
  

 
 
 
D           0436 629 652 
F            1300 862 066 
A           GPO Box 1393, Hobart TAS 7001 
             36‐42 Charles Street, Launceston, TAS 7250 
E           david.boyle@taswater.com.au 
W          http://www.taswater.com.au/ 
  
Have I been helpful? Please provide feedback by clicking here. 
  

From: Samantha Olah <Samantha.Olah@dorset.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 8 January 2021 1:05 PM 
To: TasWater Development Mailbox <Development@taswater.com.au> 
Subject: PLA/2020/122 ‐ Rail Trail (Scottsdale to Wyena) ‐ Dorset Council ‐ F/R 50429/3 Ellenor Street Scottsdale, 
North East Corridor (multiple casements), and Council Road Reserves (multiple) 
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Dear Sir/Madam 
  
Please find attached planning application PLA/2020/122 ‐ Rail Trail (Scottsdale to Wyena) at F/R 50429/3 Ellenor 
Street Scottsdale, North East Corridor (multiple casements), and Council Road Reserves (multiple). 
  
If you require any more information please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
  
  
Kind Regards, 
  

 

Sam Olah | Administration Officer 
  
P: (03) 6352 6530| F: (03) 6352 6509  

PO Box 21 Scottsdale 7260 | 3 Ellenor Street Scottsdale 7260 

 

  
Confidentiality Notice & Disclaimer 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have 
received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If 
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e‐mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e‐mail if you have received 
this e‐mail by mistake and delete this e‐mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. 
  
  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Disclaimer 

 

 
This email, including any attachments, may be confidential and/or legally privileged. You must not use, access or disclose it other than for the purpose for 
which it was sent. If you receive this message or any attachments or information in it in error, please destroy and delete all copies and notify the sender 
immediately by return email or by contacting TasWater by telephone on 136992. You must not use, interfere with, disclose, copy or retain this email. 
TasWater will not accept liability for any errors, omissions, viruses, loss and/or damage arising from using, opening or transmitting this email  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Sarah Forsyth

From: Samantha Olah
Sent: Thursday, 14 January 2021 2:30 PM
To: 'echidna56@hotmail.com'
Subject: Proposed Rail Trail extension from Scottsdale to Wyena, and other topics. 

Good afternoon  
 
Thank you for your email regarding the proposed Rail Trail planning application.  
 
Representations must be in the form of a letter addressed to the General Manager, Dorset Council and delivered via 
email to dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au, via post to PO Box 21, Scottsdale, or in person to council offices 3 Ellenor Street, 
Scottsdale; and provided within the notification period ending 5pm 25 January 2021. 
 
Have a lovely day. 
 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

 

Sam Olah | Administration Officer 
 

P: (03) 6352 6530| F: (03) 6352 6509  

PO Box 21 Scottsdale 7260 | 3 Ellenor Street Scottsdale 7260 

 

 

 
Confidentiality Notice & Disclaimer 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have 
received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If 
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received 
this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: k c [mailto:echidna56@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 14 January 2021 12:56 PM 
To: Dorset Council <dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Proposed Rail Trail extension from Scottsdale to Wyena, and other topics.  
 
 
1. Personally, I do not think it wise to put too much in one basket. We have enough Rail Trails and Mountain 
bikeways now. Eg Georgetown, Blue Derby to Bay of Fires, Derby and St Helens; and this is only in the N. E ! 
 
I voted for a Mayor as mayor, but that does not mean I necessarily, automatically voted for extension of the Bike / 
Rail Trail.  
I do not remember being asked my opinion before all this started to go ahead.  
 
It is important to have input.  Dorset is a diverse community.  
 
I am happy for a train to go to Scottsdale, or to go to Lebrina, Golconda or Wyena. 
 
Definitely the train should go through the tunnel at Tunnel. 
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2. Scottsdale old Train Station:  
I can see in my minds eye a meandering path and native and exotic plantings around the Scottsdale Station, 
connecting King to Copplestone Street, for use by locals, visitors, school children and bike riders. The Railway 
building could be restored too.  
This would connect to the Listers Lane town/ paddock Walk as well, and it might encourage visitors to stay longer.  
 
3. Urban trees are needed especially in summer with extreme UV.  
They also help with wellbeing. The trees in King and George Street look great.  
 
4. Why not connect   Rail Trail  fromBillycock hill to Legerwood?  Bikers and Walkers can ride along Legerwood Lane 
and on to Branxholm and Derby. Good for Legerwood and Ringarooma and open up more to Ralph Falls etc. 
 
Katherine Crawford. 2/4 Scott Street  
Scottsdale, 7260.  
0438082120.  
 
 
 
 
The Bridport Wildflower Walk is also NOT meant to be for bike riders. It is Parks and Wildlife Policy  for no bikes on 
this track, yet Nick Betts has on his video shots of bikes on there.  
 
This needs clarifying,  and if it to be used for bikes, then signage erected. Mostly it is ok, but then on windy days and 
bikers might come up and it can be hard to hear them etc.  
 
Please leave remaining natural bush areas in their diverse natural state as much as possible. Ie plants, animals, birds, 
soil microbes and fungi. 
 
Please plant more gums and diverse plants,  to replace those cut down along the foreshore and opposite the Police 
Station.  
 
The Storm Water drainage areas look great, but it is better to keep intact natural areas, than to try and replant it 
later.  
 
I love Bridport, Scottsdale and the whole N. E. of Tas.  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Sarah Forsyth

From: Samantha Olah
Sent: Friday, 15 January 2021 4:07 PM
To: 'davidblackstump@gmail.com'
Cc: Development Applications
Subject: Rail Trail representation

Good afternoon Mr Wallace 
 
Thank you for your email regarding the proposed Rail Trail planning application.  
 
Representations must be in the form of a letter addressed to the General Manager, Dorset Council and 
delivered via email to dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au, via post to PO Box 21, Scottsdale, or in person to council 
offices 3 Ellenor Street, Scottsdale; and provided within the notification period ending 5pm 25 January 
2021. 
 
Have a lovely day. 
 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

 

Sam Olah | Administration Officer 
 

P: (03) 6352 6530| F: (03) 6352 6509  

PO Box 21 Scottsdale 7260 | 3 Ellenor Street Scottsdale 7260 

 

 

 
Confidentiality Notice & Disclaimer 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have 
received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If 
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received 
this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. 

 
 
 
From: David Wallace [mailto:davidblackstump@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, 15 January 2021 3:41 PM 
To: Development Applications <development@dorset.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Attn Rohan Willis 
 
Dear Mr Willis, 
I refer to Dorset Council's recently published Proposal for a Rail Trail to link Scottsdale to Wyena. DA 
2020/122 
Having read through the Application document it is very thorough and will indeed add to the attraction of 
this area. I am however saddened to see that the trail is purely restricted to walkers and cyclists, with no 
mention of access by equestrians. This, I believe, is a failing of insight on Council's part not to include horse 
riding as a trail usage in this instance.  
The north of Tasmania has a very high density of horse ownership and a shortage of trails and areas that 
riders can use. I believe this rail trail would add immensely to the useability of the north east of Tasmania 
by equestrians, and in turn provide additional tourist revenue for the locality. Rail Trails throughout 
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Australia are increasingly being seen by equestrians as safe, accessible, much sought after destinations for 
pleasure riding. As a pleasure rider myself, I know how much these local destinations draw in riders from 
all over to enjoy. 
I therefore ask that council redrafts this application to include horse riding on the Trail, and make facility at 
trailheads for some float parking. 
I look forward to your response. 
Yours truly 
David Wallace 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Robert & Trenna Dickinson 
69 Burns Rd. 

Wyena 
TAS 7254 

 
03 6395 6392 
0400 893 999 

 
15 Jan 2021 

 
The General Manager 
Dorset Council 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

R & T Dickinson Response to PLA/2020122 
 
I am writing to you to highlight our concerns with the proposed NE rail/cycle 
trail. 
 
Over the last five years we have seen an increase in the use of recreational 
off road motorbikes in our area. These vehicles travel at high speed and in a 
dangerous manner up and down Burns Road particularly in the summer 
months. They cause our livestock to panic, and we have even suffered 
lambing fatalities due to the actions of these people. I have previously rang 
the police and they have done nothing. 

If the railway line adjacent to our property (currently difficult to ride a 
motorbike on) is replaced with a cycle trail it is obvious that motorbikes will be 
able to use this thoroughfare as a convenient shortcut between forestry 
tracks.  Our concerns with this situation are: 

 Due to the noise along our boundary it will be difficult for us to continue 
our current farming practices, this is an infringement on our right to 
farm; 

 There is the potential for a possibly fatal collision between a motorbike 
and a legitimate user of the trail (cyclist or walker). 
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Could you please tell us how Dorset Council intends to keep motorbikes and 
other vehicles off the proposed rail trail.  Please limit your responses to 
realistic solutions (ie. please don't tell us that you intend to install signs or 
bollards, or that we should raise our concerns with the police). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely. 
Robert & Trenna Dickinson 
 



Garry Cooper 

384 Vermont Road 

Ravenswood 7250 

 

16th January 2021 

 

General Manager  

Dorset Council 

PO Box 21  

Scottsdale 7260 

 

Dear Sir, 

I write to you in support of the proposed Rail Trail project through the North East Corridor, from 

Wyena to the former Scottsdale Railway Station.  I have ridden the current rail trail on several 

occasions, and I look forward to riding on the new section. 

Repurposing this old rail line into a cycling/walking/running trail seems like the only viable option to 

me.   

Thankyou for your efforts so far with this project. 

Regards 

Garry Cooper 
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        Di Elliffe 

U601/126 Bathurst Street  

Hobart TAS 7000  

di.elliffe@tutanota.com 

+61 411 671 652  

 

General Manager  

Dorset Council 

 

Dear Mr Willis 

Re DA 2020/122    North East Rail Trail 

 

I wish to express my strong support for construction of this stage of the North 

East Rail Trail.   

I live in Hobart and frequently lead groups of riders on day or multi-day cycle 

tours.  Last year we greatly enjoyed an e-bike tour around the wineries of the 

Tamar Valley, staying in B&Bs and lunching at wineries.  We would love to be able 

to do the same, riding safely, in the rural landscapes of the North East.   

I will definitely be riding the new trail, more than once I’m sure, stopping at 

trailside farmshops, eating at cafes and wineries, and staying at local hotels and 

B&Bs.   I’m also sure the trail will attract many visitors to your beautiful region, 

keen to enjoy the wind in their hair and loving this form of slow travel which 

actually makes you fitter and healthier.  It’s the coming thing!  

 

Regards 

 

Di Elliffe 

16 January 2021 
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General Manager 
Dorset Council 
P.O. Box 21  
Scottsdale 
Tasmania 
7260 

P.O.Box 10. 81 Lalla Road Lilydale Tasmania 7268 
18th January 2021. 
 
Regarding the rail trail DA. 
 
Dear GM, 
I support the rail trail DA and commend the Dorset Council for its commitment to this project. 
In the face of spurious objections I look forward to its completion and the economic and 
personal wellness it promises. 
Regards 
John Gallagher. 
Cherry Top Farmstay. 
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Sarah Forsyth

From: hafy1945@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, 19 January 2021 9:03 AM
To: Dorset Council
Subject: Rail trail

General Manager, Dorset Council 
 
I write to support the conversion of the rail line to a cycle path in the North East. 
 
I am not a mountain bike rider; instead cycling regularly around the north of the state on country roads, and I have 
ridden along the existing trail from Scottsdale to Billycock Hill on three occasions. With others I have ridden on 
converted rail trails in Victoria, New Zealand and Canada.   
 
I am confident in saying the conversion will attract interstate and overseas visitors, and provide a boost to all the 
tourism businesses in the northeast.  This has been very apparent in the areas around the trails in New Zealand and 
Victoria. 
 
Ideally the trail should be accessible all the way from Launceston to Scottsdale and beyond (though I accept some 
compromise has become necessary, sadly).  My dream would be a trail past Scottsdale to St Helens (partly on 
forestry roads), then along the coast perhaps even to Hobart.  That would be a magnificent tourist attraction.  I have 
ridden trails through farmland in New Zealand when the trail is little more than a 2 metre wide gravel path, 
unfenced with gates between paddocks and properties.  Longer rides like this that take 4-10 days would attract the 
casual riders looking for a cycling holiday. 
 
I hope you are able to get the track approved and constructed in the near future. 
 
Regards,  David 
 
David Armstrong 
M:0408 131 796 
E: hafy1945@gmail.com 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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BiGYcle Users Tamar Bicycle Users Group
PO Box 5059

Launceston
Tasrnania 7250

wWlU.tamarbug.org.au
co ntactus (@tbug.orE.a u

-%

Tim Watson,
GeneralManager,
Dorset Council

20 January 2021

Development Application # 12212020, Scottsdale to Wyena

Dear Tim

I am writing to you on behalf of the Tamar Bicycle Users Group, (TBUG), to express our
support for the North East Rail Trail Scottsdale to V1foena Development Application #
12212020, currently before Council.

As you may know TBUG is a long standing community organisation with over 600 members
and supporters across the northern region. Our aim is to promote bike riding and increase
the numbers of people regularly riding bikes for the well documented social, economic and
environmental benefits it brings in its wake. We do this firstly by organising an accessible
and graded rides calendar and secondly by working closely with local and state governments
to advocate for improved bike riding infrastructure and facilities. We believe that this is a
fundamentally important component of building a stronger bike riding culture.

As you may also know TBUG has been a strong supporter of the NERT for many years. We
have worked closely with Scottsdale Rotary to assist with construction of the first stage of
the NERT and we have continued to support it through organisation regular rides on the trail
We also expressed our support before the 2019 Legislative Council committee hearings into
the viability of the rail trail and heritage rail proposals.

The basis of our support for the current development application is:

The NERT will provide a recreational resource for the North of Tasmania that will
deliver health and fitness benefits to both the local and wider community through a
safe and easily accessible off-road trail. Data from similar trails such as north east
Victoria indicates that their trails are widely used by all sorts of locals and visitors of
all ages and fitness levels from mums with prams to pensioners on ebikes.

Based on evidence from around Australia and the world including Derby, the NERT
will stimulate significant tourism based economic activity for the region as the trial
becomes an internationally recognised RailTrail. We have no doubt innovative locals
will develop a range of businesses and services around the trail, as has been
demonstrated on trails around Australia and in New Zealand.

a

a

st.tukes
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Despite a growing mountain bike network, Tasmania has no off-road bike trail of
significant length and mountain bike trails should not be confused with gentle
recreational rail trails when assessing the level of bike infrastructure.

ln effect the Legislative Council Review concluded that the Rail Trail provided tht
best use for the corridor and that a railway was not feasible.

st.lukes

One strong recommendation is that the final surface be of the highest quality. Our view
based on feedback from members and our own research confirms that the final surface
needs to be smooth and consistent so that riders of all levels can feel safe and confident

Thank you for giving TBUG the chance to express our support forthe NERT.

We look fonrard to the approval of the curent Development Application # 12212020 and
commencement of construction from Scottsdale to Wyena.

wishes

Malcolm Reid

President

Tamar Bicycle Users Group

tsEALTH



 
North East Residents and Farmers Inc. 
60 Seascape Drive, Lulworth Tas 7252

 
Acting General Manager 
Mr Rohan Willis 
Dorset Council 
3 Ellenor Street 
Scottsdale Tas 7260 (by email) 
 

Representation re the planned Rail Trail (Scottsdale to Wyena) 
DA2020/122 

 
Sir, 
 
I wish to protest Dorset Council’s proposed destruction of the North East 
Rail Line between Scottsdale and Wyena on the following grounds: 
 

1. Unlike almost every other rail trail in Australia and NZ, the rail line 
still exists and has been assessed at 95% fit for purpose by a highly 
qualified track inspector, Mr Bob Vanselow  (now deceased) who, in 
2016, walked the full length of the railway in company with 
members of the North East Residents and Farmers and presented a 
detailed report on the track’s condition. 

 
2. Planned use by Launceston and North East Railway and other tourist 

and heritage rail operators, would provide an excellent opportunity 
to develop tourist and heritage rail in the north east and provide an 
opportunity for all sections of the population, regardless of age and 
infirmity to visit the north east and experience a heritage railway, so 
attractive to the thousands of rail enthusiasts world-wide. 
 

3. The original NTD report of February 2014 quoted that estimated 
usage of a rail trail replacing the railway would be in the vicinity of 
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26,000 per year.  This estimate flies in the face of a significant 
reduction of people riding bikes Australia-wide, as exemplified by 
the joint surveys conducted by Bike Australia and Austroads in 2011 
and confirmed again in 2017.  Additionally, the increase in mountain 
bike activities does not equate to an expected increase in cycling 
activities on rail trails, when the maximum gradient is 2% and the 
minimum radius of turn is 81 Metres.  Gravel surfaced rail trails, 
such as that planned, is totally unsuitable for road bikes.  Mayor 
Howard has since resiled from the 26,000, later stating that “there 
would be a steady flow in the warmer months”.  More recently, 
Mayor Howard has suggested that 12,000pa would be a good 
estimate.  I would suggest that Dorset Council has absolutely no idea 
as to anticipated cycling/walking activity.  In 2016, a day/night 
motion detecting camera was placed on the trail to Billycock hill and, 
over a nine-day period embracing the Australia Day weekend, the 
average number of users was less than four per day.  This does not 
justify either federal government or ratepayer expense to build a 
further bike trail and destroy an existing railway line. 
 

4. Mayor Howard is on record as stating that the rail trail would be 
used primarily by the elderly and families.  Dorset already has a rail 
trail running from Scottsdale to Billycock Hill, some 27 Km.  This 
trail, which has been under observation since 2016 has very little 
use, certainly outside 5Km from Scottsdale where bike tracks are not 
visible. 
 

5. The act of destroying the existing railway will place a financial 
burden on the ratepayers of Dorset whereas the railway does not 
and will not.  The estimates of maintenance costs by Dorset Mayor of 
$12k to $15K pa are a far cry to that experienced  on mainland trails, 
where costs are in the vicinity of $2k/Km pa (Great Southern Rail 
Trail, Vic). 
 

6. The attitude of the Dorset ratepayers was expressed in a formal 
survey conducted by Reachtel in October 2017 where 10% of 
ratepayers were surveyed and their response was that 70% opposed 
the bike trail.  Accordingly, the Council is acting in defiance against 
the expressed wishes of its ratepayers. 
 

7. Members of the North East Residents and Farmers Inc, formed in 
2015 and subsequently incorporated, include 215 of the 224 
residents whose properties either border or are intersected by the 
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railway line.  They do not want the bike trail, on the grounds of 
security, biosecurity, privacy and safety. 
 

8. Lengths of the proposed bike trail are out of mobile phone range and 
this presents as an extreme safety risk to those using it. 
 

9. There is no evidence that Dorset Council examined any other options 
for establishing the bike trail other than replacing the railway line.  
The Legislative Council Select Committee B stated that if any 
sections of railway line was to be removed from that subject to this 
Development Application, it could only be removed if there was no 
possible alternative.  This has not been subject to any investigation. 
 

10. With the emphasis being placed upon use by families and the 
elderly, the Development Application makes no mention of toilets or 
any other facilities along the trail. 
 

11. In the Council’s original submission to the National Stronger 
Regions Fund seeking a grant, included was the statement that “a 
community engagement strategy would be implemented”.  This 
never took place.  The original grant finally expired after three 
extensions, made necessary by strong opposition from the 
community.  Two other surveys, by the Examiner Newspaper and 
Radio 7LA/7SD strongly supported the specific Reachtel survey of 
Dorset ratepayers referred to earlier in this submission. 
 

12. NERAF notes that the current federal government grant of 
$1.5M is not specific for a bike trail and can be used for whatever 
purpose Dorset Council sees fit.  Perhaps something to the benefit of 
the ratepayers? 
 

Forwarded on behalf of the membership of the North East Residents and 
Farmers Inc. 
 
 
 

 
 
Stuart Bryce 
Chairman 
20 January 2021 
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Robert & Trenna Dickinson 
69 Burns Rd. 

Wyena 
TAS 7254 

 
03 6395 6392 
0400 893 999 

 
21 Jan 2021 

 
The General Manager 
Dorset Council 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

R & T Dickinson Response (number 2) to PLA/2020122 
 
I am writing to you to highlight our further concerns with the proposed NE 
rail/cycle trail. 
 
The proposed cycle trail poses a very real threat of weed incursion into 
privately owned and public land adjoining the trail.  We have spent (and will 
continue to spend) a considerable amount of time and money to control 
declared weeds on our farm.  As  farmers we are aware that when soil is 
disturbed the weeds start to germinate almost immediately.  The construction 
of the proposed cycle trail will result in the disturbance of a very large amount 
of soil, and the subsequent germination of a huge number of weeds.  This will 
include weeds which are currently present, but exist in controllable numbers 
such as: 

 Foxgloves (Digitalis pupurea) 

 Scotch/spear thistles (Cirsium vulgare) 

 Ragwort (Senecio jacobea) 

 Spanish heath (Erica lusitnaica) 

 Cape weed (Arctotheca calendula) 
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The list provided above is not comprehensive, but outlines the more 
common/likely weed threats in this area.  It should be noted that in the case 
of Ragwort the landowner (or in this case corridor manager) has a legal 
responsibility to control the weed (as outlined in the DIPIPWE Ragwort 
statutory weed management plan. 

Please be advised that if Dorset Council go ahead and construct the 
proposed trail, and this construction results in the propagation of declared 
weeds on our property and surrounding bushland, we will hold the council 
responsible for this action. 

Further to the above, we will require Dorset Council to provide a 
comprehensive written weed management plan for the proposed cycle trail. 

 

 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely. 
Robert & Trenna Dickinson 
 



28 Whitford Grove 

Trevallyn 7250 

 

 

21 January 2021 

 

 

Tim Watson 

General Manager, Dorset Council 

PO Box 21 

Scottsdale 7260 

 

Dear Tim,  

 

I am very much in favour of the extension of the North East Rail Trail from Scottsdale to 

Wyena. I regularly ride the existing trail and have been on the trail four times in the last 

month with friends and relations, including interstate visitors. We all love the trail because 

of its recreational nature and prefer it to the more challenging mountain bike tracks.  

 

We always indulge in food and drink at one of the several eateries in Scottsdale after the 

ride and spend time exploring the town. 

 

Having ridden on many of the rail trails in Victoria, I have seen first-hand the benefit of 

these trails in bringing visitors to the regions. It is a great experience to ride the extended 

trails and stay at small towns along the way. The trails there are shared with walkers, 

joggers, people with dogs and sometimes horse riders. 

 

A rail trail is a great way for people of all ages and levels of fitness to safely exercise and 

enjoy the countryside. 

 

 

kind regards 

Leonie Geard 
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Dianne & Wayne Venn 
PO Box 203 
LILYDALE  TAS  7268 
 
Mob :  0417 545 029 
e-m :  diannev53@hotmail.com 
 
21 January 2021 
 
Mr Rohan Willis 
Acting General Manager 
Dorset Council 
3 Ellenor Street 
SCOTTSDALE  7260 
rohan.willis@dorset.tas.gov.au 
development@dorset.tas.gov.au 
 
 
Sir 
 
OBJECTIONS:  Application No 122/2020 – Rail Trail (Scottsdale to Wyena) 
 
We wish to lodge the following objections to the above application: 
 

1. Under the Strategic Infrastructure Corridors (Strategic & Recreational Use) Act 1992 

Section 99 Removal of Rail Infrastructure –  

 

(1) The Minister must issue the corridor manager a notice (a railway track removal 

notice) to remove or authorise the removal of the railway track from a corridor, or 

a part of a road that extends between parts of the corridor. 

 

1.1  Issue of Track Removal Notice 

The above notice has not been issued.  For some obscure reason under 

Section 101 (2) the Minister will only issue the authorisation after a permit is 

issued, if required, under the Planning and Land Use Planning and Approvals 

Act  1993.  As it stands, this appears to be contradictory.  A permit must be 

issued to undertake the removal of rail BEFORE the Minister has authorised 

the lifting of the rail? How is that not illegal to seek approval to do work that 

has not yet be authorised?  

  

(2) The Minister may only issue a railway track removal notice in relation to railway 

track if the Minister is satisfied it is not reasonably practicable, be unreasonably 

costly, for designated recreational use to occur on land within the corridor other 

than land on which the track is situated; and the removal of the railway track is 

mailto:rohan.willis@dorset.tas.gov.au
mailto:development@dorset.tas.gov.au
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reasonably necessary for purposes of enabling the use, or safe use, of the corridor 

for the designated recreational use in relation to the corridor. 

 

2.2   In the Development Application there is no evidence provided that the 

Dorset Council and/or the Minister have undertaken comparative costings, 

commissioned an Engineer’s report, or other documentation or investigation 

that supports the criteria of the SIC Act that requires the removal of the rail 

infrastructure and crushing of metal.  Until relevant reports and 

documentation are provided there is nothing to support the current DA 

which is for removal of the rail infrastructure. 

 

There is sufficient width of land along the railway corridor of level terrain 

from Scottsdale to Wyena to leave the railway line intact and use the funds 

available to build a bike trail alongside it.  This would be a genuine win-win 

situation for the Scottsdale community, providing an opportunity for both 

bike/recreational users as well as rail enthusiasts to visit, therefore 

increasing the visitation and economic benefits exponentially.  Substantial 

costs for activities such as lifting, carting and stockpiling rail, and the crushing 

of metal to a fine surface could be utilised on building a trail customised for 

purpose.  

 

It would also satisfy Dorset residents, 10% of whom were surveyed by 

Reachtel  in October 2017 resulting in 70% of them voting against the bike 

trail.  Two other surveys conducted supported the retention of rail by a large 

majority.  This is an opportunity for Dorset Council to regain the Community’s 

confidence that their Council is listening to and respecting their opinion 

instead of going directly against the ratepayers’ wishes. 

 

 

2. The DA Proposal is for: 

• Decommissioning of rail infrastructure – rail and sleepers 

• Construction of rail surface – crushing of rail ballast for aggregate 

• Targeted construction of decking and handrails along bridge crossings 

• Selected erection of associated signage. 

The original grant funding for $1.47m was based on the grant application stating that 

26,000 people per year would use the trail.  While the Mayor stated on 18/01/2021 

that this was a projected increase to 26,000 over 15 years, this was not in the grant 

application. 

Given that 26,000 per year would equate to average 500 per week or 71 people per 

day, the 2 toilets – 1 male, 1 female located at Nabowla will be totally inadequate.  

These are located approximately 16 kms from Scottsdale or 10 from Wyena.  There 

is agricultural and cropping land bounding the railway reserve, along with some 

plantations and bushland. With no accessible toilet facilities, the adjoining land will 



3 
 

be utilised when needed for toileting.  This would present biosecurity issues for 

farmers with unknown people breaching biosecurity protocols, and also from faeces, 

toilet paper, wipes and sanitary products causing contamination of pasture for 

animals, and other crops. 

Recently on ABC Radio the Mayor in answer to a listener’s question regarding 

accessibility of the recreation trail for mobility scooters, said that mobility scooters 

would be able to use the trail as the metal would be crushed more finely than that 

on the Scottsdale to Billycock, making it a much smoother surface.  As this 

recreational trail is accessible to people of limited mobility, they will also require 

specialised, accessible toilet facilities built to Australian standards.  It is not a 

reasonable assumption that people will manage, particularly children in family 

groups.  Anecdotal comments confirm that one toilet at Tonganah between 

Scottsdale and the Billycock is totally inadequate, so why would one on another 

26kms of trail be considered appropriate?  Surely adequate toilet facilities are far 

more important to ensure agricultural biosecurity and visitors’ convenience, privacy 

and hygiene, than signage?  At the very least, amenities should be at least equally 

important to signage.    

3. DA – E8.0  Biodiversity Code and E9.0 Water Quality Code 

Under the Supporting Response for the above, there are assurances that flora, 

fauna, habitats, ecosystems, threatened and endangered species etc etc would not 

be impacted by the works to be undertaken.  What research, studies, reports or 

other investigations have been undertaken by the Dorset Council to ensure that 

there will be no impact, or that there are no endangered or threatened species 

existing in the subject area?  Until this is done, such responses are supposition, not 

fact, therefore are nothing but a ‘good guess’.  With increasing loss and 

endangerment of species, it is important that this be a requirement, as the railway 

has not been used for 16 years. 

 

 

 

Dianne & Wayne Venn 

 

 

 

 

 



To:   General Manager Dorset Council 

Subject: The North East Rail Trail. 

From:   Mark Fyfe - rider with Northern Vets Cycle Club and TBUG member. 

 

I am writing simply to express my support for the extension of the Rail Trail from Scottsdale south 

towards, and eventually I suggest, to Launceston. 

Cycling has become a booming sport with many different forms. Road racers, serious mountain 

bikers, general mountain bikers such as myself and many TBUG members, families (I have seen them 

every time I have ridden the trail at Scottsdale). 

The thing that I have experienced and observed, is that people like a challenge, and a ride of 30 to 

60+km is ideal for that purpose. 

Every year on the mainland there are multiple-day road trips for hundreds to thousands of cyclists. 

New Zealand has made an entire tourist business out of its trails. 

As I see it from a regional business perspective, the choice is do nothing and nothing changes, or do 

something as see what happens. Derby comes easily to mind. 

The rail trail is relatively low risk from an investment cost perspective and will always be a positive. It 

might be a small positive or a significant positive. Offering a real challenge (distance but not too 

hazardous) will be attractive to a wide range of people looking for low-cost, outdoors, physical, 

activities and the road and trail running scenes are a great example in support of that claim. 

Who knows perhaps there will be endurance running festivals to add to the bike-riding clients. It 

already happens but extra facilities can open up the options for organisers. 

The train alternative and the resistors need to be understood as well. Is it simple NIMBY resistance 

from land holders who just don’t want things to change on their boundaries with no interest in the 

wider community, are they losing access to “free land”, or is a fear of the public being close at the 

root of their resistance. The council no doubt has lots of experience available from the Scottsdale 

trail to see if any of these fears have a basis in reality. 

As for the train option it seems to me that train operations are perpetually in danger of going broke, 

even the small-scale mini trains at South port failed to make money and they were extremely low 

investment cost operations. 

The current rail proposal, I would wager, will die a natural death and at some future point the 

running riding trail will be extended into Launceston to offer long distance experience with overnight 

stays at Scottsdale. Who knows perhaps a loop back on the back roads and tracks to the south will 

become a challenge to be done! All you need is good scenery and a challenge and people can’t 

resist. Just last weekend a group of riders I am associated with climbed to the ski field at Ben 

Lomond and we have recently ridden Poatina, and Mt Wellington, and a group is about to do the 

Tassie Trail (I have already done that too), so there is lots of activity and interest. 

Thanks for reading, I have made my points and I wish you well with your decision making. 

Regards Mark Fyfe  

– mob 0428 897 876   – 32 Tamar Rise, Riverside, Launceston. 
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38 Ellenor St 
Scottsdale 
Tasmania 7260 
PH: 63524887 
Mob: 0420224894 
Email: pander75@bigpond.com 
 
 
Dear Mr Watson, Mayor Howard & Dorset Councillors 
 

RAIL TRAIL CAR PARKING PLAN PROPOSAL 
 

I applaud the proposal to erect a designated parking area for users of the Rail Trail, however as I am also 
significantly impacted by everything that takes place between Ellenor St and the Scottsdale Station, for 
the following reasons, I am utterly and resoundingly opposed to the proposed location.   
 
On page 1 of the Planning Permit Application in the 2nd box entitled ‘THE LAND – Present use of land’, 
the application reads – vacant – no current use. Unless this is referring to the actual corridor and/or the 
land beyond the station building, the inserted information is incorrect and completely overlooks the fact 
that the proposed car park site is currently, and has been for years, used on a daily basis, as a turning 
circle by an increasing number of large and heavy delivery trucks such as De Bruyn’s – which always has 
a trailer, Pageants’, Toll, Tasfreight etc., to name a few, as well as some of the larger water trucks - on 
occasions it is also used by fertilizer trucks with trailers and huge livestock trucks.   

 
From a residential point of view, given that what remains of the once bitumen road, is for the most part 
now unsealed gravel, and by the very nature of its use, prone to potholes, the noise, dust and filth that 
this generates, is horrendous and depressing enough as it is, especially since it is in the heart of the town 
within walking distance from the main street and the Dorset Council Office. 

 
As the current proposal stands, should the turning circle be converted to a car park, it would   only 
intensify an already horrible situation by forcing the trucks through no alternative, directly onto the 
front of my house.  NOBODY would be happy to be on the receiving end of that. 

 
There is also the fact that as the proposed car park site is directly opposite the main opening of the 
fertiliser factory, it would place it’s users in direct line of fire for the fumes, dust and corrosive omissions 
that are unrelenting from this establishment.   

 
As an alternative suggestion, after having walked the area, it would seem that a far more appropriate 
and all round consumer friendly site is a matter of meters away on the other side of the old Station on 
the Ellenor St side of the Dog Park towards the fence of the rec. The area is already reasonably flat and 
at least offers a degree of protection from the environmental influences it is subject to.  At minimal cost, 
with minimal hedge removal, a small  ‘walk through only’ access gate similar to the one near the skate 
park, could easily be installed in the existing rec. fence to provide access to an essential, convenient and 
already established toilet block that could also be utilised by walkers and users of the Dog Park. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of my comments. 
Yours sincerely 
Peta Anderson  

Your Ref: 2020/122 18432 7803746 
 

22nd January 2021 

mailto:pander75@bigpond.com
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22 January 2021 
 
General Manager 
Dorset Council 
PO Box 21 
Scottsdale TAS 7260 
dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au 
 
 
 

Rail Trail Scottsdale to Wyena: Development Application 2020/122 
 
 
Dear General Manager 
 
I am writing to express support for the council’s development application for a new rail trail between 
Scottsdale and Wyena and the proposed trailhead at Scottsdale.  
 
Bicycle Network supports the conversion of disused railway tracks to shared paths for the health 
benefits they can bring to the local population and economic benefits from increased tourism. Rail 
corridors generally have low gradients which means they are comfortable to ride on for the majority 
of people. This opens up tourism and local use potential to a broad group of people.  
 
Bicycle Network provided a submission to the Legislative Council review into the project and gave 
evidence, articulating the economic and social benefits that other towns in Australia and overseas 
have experienced through the creation of rail trails:  
 
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/ctee/Council/Submissions/GAB%20NER/49%20Bicycle%20Netw
ork%20Tasmania.pdf 
 
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/ctee/Council/Transcripts/NER/20%20May%202019%20-
%20North-East%20Railway%20Corridor..pdf  
 
The council plans to create a trailhead at Scottsdale in its municipal area and at Lilydale Falls in the 
Launceston municipal area. An informal parking area exists at the other end of the trail at Billycock 
Hill. It is likely the Lilydale Falls trailhead will be the most used considering its proximity to 
Launceston and being at the start/end of the trail.  
 
However, the Scottsdale station has the potential to be developed because of the historic station 
building which could eventually be repaired and renovated and become an additional attraction. The 
development application simply seeks to add delineated car parking which will benefit users of the 
trail and not detract from any future development.  
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/ctee/Council/Submissions/GAB%20NER/49%20Bicycle%20Network%20Tasmania.pdf
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/ctee/Council/Submissions/GAB%20NER/49%20Bicycle%20Network%20Tasmania.pdf
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/ctee/Council/Transcripts/NER/20%20May%202019%20-%20North-East%20Railway%20Corridor..pdf
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/ctee/Council/Transcripts/NER/20%20May%202019%20-%20North-East%20Railway%20Corridor..pdf
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At 2.5 metres average width, the trail is the minimum width for a comfortable shared path. Because 
of its length, the likely relaxed use of the path and physical constraints of the corridor the width will  
work well for a rail trail of its type.  
 
The surface of the track will be crushed ballast, generally matching that of the existing gravel track 
between Billycock Hill and Scottsdale, which is being used by riders with wide tyres on mountain, 
hybrid, touring, gravel and electric bikes. The only riders who would not ride on such a surface are 
those on road bikes.  
 
The development application does not seek to install bicycle parking, rest places, toilets or other 
buildings. Additional features such as these can improve the satisfaction of riders but are not 
essential at this stage and can be easily added in future.  
 
I commend Dorset Council on getting this project up and running and look forward to riding on the 
trail once complete and encouraging other riders to do so.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Alison Hetherington 
Public Affairs Manager Tasmania 
210 Collins St, Hobart 7000 
alisonh@bicyclenetwork.com.au  
p. (03) 8376 8804   m.  0475 817 435 
 
 

 

mailto:alisonh@bicyclenetwork.com.au
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The General Manager  

Dorset Council 

dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

Re NE Corridor Development Application # 122/2020 
 

We have been riding bikes on self-supported and supported trips and tours locally and 
around the world for over 12 years. We feel qualified to comment on the Development 
Application for the NE Corridor to be converted to a shared walking and bike riding trail. 
Conversions of redundant rail lines such as this are universally referred to as “Rail Trails” 
because they are separated from roads, have a surface that is smooth, are restricted to 
walkers and bike riders, run for considerable distances and most importantly have gradients 
that novice bike riders can manage to comfortably ride.   
 
They are therefore unique as a resource for the growing number of recreational bike riders 
who use rail trails as for their local exercise and for touring bike riders who may ride the trail 
as a unique experience. Examples of similar trails are the Otago Rail Trail in New Zealand, 
the Great Victorian Rail Trail, Gippsland Rail Trails and the network of trails around the North 
West of Victoria. The Trail to the Billy Cock Hill and beyond will be of sufficient length to 
attract interstate and international riders. Riders create a “bucket list” of significant trails 
around the world to ride, such as Carilet in Spain and long-distance touring routes such as 
The Way of St James across France and Spain. This trail will be on many lists. 
 
There are other touring riders who will incorporate the trail into a longer tour. We host up to 
30 self-supported bike tourers per season and we are aware that this already occurs with 
riders travelling from Launceston to the East Coast and Hobart and in reverse. 
 
While the travel restrictions imposed by COVID-19 will have longer term effects on 
international travel, Tasmania will be well placed to benefit in being able to attract local and 
interstate tourists.  
 
All this increased visitation and local use of the trail will drive more local economic activity 
and create opportunities for innovative locals and those close to the trail to develop 
businesses built on providing products and services for riders. These will include for 
example, accommodation, cafes, bike servicing, hire and shuttles, wineries and farm-based 
destinations. A significant economic benefit of travel by bicycle is that the daily travel 
distances of 40-100km a day means that spending on accommodation, meals and snacks is 
widely spread across the region, not just at major centres. 
 
Our experience and all the bike tourism research show that all of these segments are 
growing. During the COVID-19 lock down we saw a huge take-up in the use of Launceston’s 
off-road trails for walking and bike riding. These people will use the rail trail as soon as it 
becomes more accessible, if even only from Lilydale. (It is as tragedy and wasted 
opportunity that the trail is not a point-to-point destination bookended with Scottsdale and 
Launceston).  
 

Malcolm and Vicky Cowan 

19A Duke Street 

West Launceston 

7250 

malcolmcowanster@gmail.com 

22 January 2021 

 

 

mailto:dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au
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Despite the opinion of some misinformed letter writers, Tasmania has no off-road bike trail of 
significant length and off-road mountain bike trails should not be confused with gentle 
recreational rail trails when assessing the level of bike infrastructure. 
 
The Tasmanian population is regularly described as one of the unhealthiest in Australia with 
low levels of physical activity. The trail will provide locals from surrounding areas with the 
opportunities to walk and ride intermediate distances from any access point on the trail. We 
are confident that the axiom “build it and they will come” will be demonstrated in the case of 
the Rail Trail. 
 
The Council has been attacked for “ripping up the rails” and abandoning the asset.  The 
current asset is regarded as redundant and an alternative rail use is not feasible. The Rail 
Trail will actually conserve the corridor for any future use rather than leaving it as an 
abandoned railway. Numerous reports and the Legislative Council Review concluded that 
the Rail Trail provided the best use for the corridor and that a railway was not feasible. 
 
Opponents of rail trails around the country have continuously made claims that riders would 
litter, steal, introduce disease, create a nuisance with noise and anti-social behaviour etc.  
None of these claims have ever been proven or even demonstrated to be true. In fact, the 
reverse occurs – rubbish spreading from farms is collected, animals are protected, and 
farmers alerted of escapes etc and bikes are silent vehicles ridden in small groups by people 
who are sensitive to the environment they are enjoying. 
 
We would make a final point. It is critical that the final surface is smooth and consistent so 
that riders of all levels can feel safe and confident and it should be right from the opening of 
the trail so that users’ first experience is positive and encourages repeat usage.  
 
We trust that this wonderful opportunity will progress rapidly, there has been too much delay 
already. Malcolm is in his 73rd year and he would like to ride this trail before he is 80! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Malcolm and Vicky Cowan 
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23 January 2021 

 

To:  

Dorset Council 

P.O.Box 21  

Scottsdale 7260 

Tasmania 

 

Attention - The General Manager 

Dear Sir\Madam 

Subject:  

DA No: 2020/122 - Notice of Planning Application - Rail Trail Proposal (Scottsdale to 
Wyena) 

Referencing the above development application being made by Dorset Council, I firstly wish 

to object to Dorset Council been given responsibility to reviewing & making the final decision 

for this “Notice of Planning Application” authorised by the minister. This is a highly 

controversial project especially involving the destruction & removal of an existing intact 

historic rail line that has the potential to be operated as a proven viable Tourist & Heritage 

Railway operation; even with sourcing of an independent third party planning consultant is 

not deemed sufficient “at arm’s length” to be seen as a conflict of interest and seen as non-

transparent without undue influence by the proponent especially aggressively pursued & 

promoted by the current Dorset Mayor. 

Time line for feedback to this DA was extremely limited also deadline date closing at end of 

business day of the 25th January which is a public holiday, appears deliberate in limiting 

objections. Attempting to obtain an electronic copy of the DA document, I & other members 

of the public found it difficult or hit a dead end searching for information or link to the 

Development Application from the Dorset Municipality web site as advised by the Examiner 

newspaper. Third party links obtained from local newspapers also failed resulting in an error 

message; thanks to a personnel contact a copy was only obtained late Thursday evening.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Planning Permit Application 

 “Type of Work” for construction of the 26km ‘Rail Trail’ In decommissioning of rail 
infrastructure (rail & sleepers) & construction of trail surface, deckling & handrails along 
bridge crossings.  

With document attachment letter dated 8th of December 2020 by Dept of State Growth 

Manager for Asset Management, granting approval for removal of rail infrastructure & 

construction of rail surface (as requested by Dorset Council Manager 16th Nov 2020) 

State Government representative & Development Application has not taken into 

consideration Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ North East Railway Corridor 

Inquiry Recommendations The Government – Was representative made aware of the 
Legislative recommendations below or advised to ignore directive?   



State Government representative & Development Application has not taken into 

consideration Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS  

Section 6. Ensures that, where possible the rail trail is co-located within the rail 
corridor and that the rail infrastructure is not removed unless necessary for 
construction of the rail trail. 

Referring to the above recommendation & potential future use of rail line use to Scottsdale 

including co-existence of a rail trail, it is critical that zoning for “transport networks” stays as 

currently permitted or allowance of for dual use for passive recreation status’ but’ may be an 

issue re Clause 8.2.3 of the Planning Scheme states that, if a use or development fits a 
description of more than one use class, the use class most specifically describes the class 
applies. There may\will be a clash of definition here “but” as seen in other states also 

overseas with rail trails within rail corridors, there has been no provision for this to occur. 

This subject matter may\will also be an issue with the Wyena to Lilydale falls section & or 

only one use being able to be permitted\operate ‘or’ change of use stay as, amended, non-

approval of future planning submission of DA2 to LCC. 

Planning Application Support Report –  

Within DA documentation there appears to be no provision or consideration for co rail & 

recreation trail install within rail easement apart from removing all rail infrastructure within the 

26km section to Wyena. In this section rail easement topography would easily accommodate 

both entities with light elevation for a separate rail trail with easy gradients also minimal 

cuttings to contend with. Separate lightly constructed bridges for recreation trail traffic would 

also alleviate clearance hazards with operating trains & costly need to re deck bridges.  

Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS Ref: - 2. 
Development Details & Site Description & Satellite photo (page 1) proposed overview 
of North East Rail Trail GDA 94/MGA zone 55  

As quoted: This DA submission is prepared in support of the planning application for portion 

of the Rail Trail that is situated within the Dorset Municipality extending through the North 

East from Corridor from Wyena (specifically from the municipal boundary ) between 

Launceston City Council & Dorset Councils, to Burns Road) and former Scottsdale railway 

station (off Elenor Street) approximately 26 kilometres in length with the remaining 14 km’s 

within the Launceston City Council boundary (to Lilydale Falls)  

As also indicated on reference map demarcation (red) line where rail trail terminates at 

Wyena (proximate Burns Rd) ends precisely at Launceston & Dorset Councils municipal 

boundaries. Surely rail trail would not terminate here as this is located in the middle of a long 

timber trestle bridge and is an elevated inaccessible location for general safe & convenient 

access! Wyena rail siding is only 400 metres to the east of Wyena bridge and would be a 

more suitable location for rail & recreation trail access point also allowing for car parking 

areas.  

A recreation trail is also a public facility for all aspects of legal use not just 
accommodating for cycling interests, especially those persons with disabilities or 
other trail uses e.g. horse riders.  

Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS - 5. Supports 
initiatives to establish a heritage railway between departure and destination points 
that are accessible and provide suitable facilities for passengers. 



 

Existing use\development. (As described) 

Formally part of the North-East Line, (per iteration of the Rail Infrastructure Act 2007), the 
North East Corridor has been disused for rail activity for a number of years; the last 
passenger train along the former line running in 1978 and the line being closed to freight in 
2005.  

Incorrect information stated in last paragraph, extremely popular (Full) regular Tourist & 
Heritage “Passenger” trains were run up till 2005 operated by the Don River Railway.  

In 2005 the then private rail owner Pacific National ceased using the line also suspending 

state wide passenger T&H sector mainline running with no recourse or objection able to be 

heard or acted on by then private state wide owner rail entity.  

The Tourist & Heritage sector also private interests have attempted since 2005 to pursue 

gaining access or control of the North East corridor since 2005 but had hit a dead end 

dealing with multiple private (overseas) operators only interested in freight usage & potential 

liability with freight contracts. With state rail system now back within state government it has 

only in the last two years an access agreement has been in place to for the main line, even 

with political promises & discussions with State Growth for access also dealing with TasRail 

has been onerous with no appetite or assistance on this matter. Back door tactics in gaining 

control by the Dorset Council with regional grant funding for the rail trail that has drastically 

changed since initial conception is worth tackling!  

Suitable Access Points Wyena. 

Suitable access points for both rail & trail will be important\relevant if recreational trail is built 

in tandem with rail alignment involving section of line from Wyena to Lilydale falls as 

recommended & supported by the lengthy Legislative Council Government Administration 

Committee ‘B - North East Railway Corridor Inquiry and Launceston City Council supports 

retention of the rail & co use of a recreation trail.  

Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS - 7. Ensures that 
any sections of the North East Railway that are not re purposed for use as a rail trail 
be retained where safe to do so particularly the sections of the line between Lilydale 
Falls & Wyena  in order that this section of line could be restored in future in the event 
that a heritage train becomes viable. 

Note: Importance of retention of rail line for potential future use from Lilydale falls 
was re enforced by Legislative representative MLC Ivan Dean in parliament as 
recorded in Hansard on the 19th of March 2020. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

There are many various rail ancillary artefacts, signs etc that are relevant to the rail 

easement also heritage value that should be left insitu & fit generically fit into part 9 of the 

Legislative Councils recommendations.  

Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS – 

9. Ensures that any development on the North East Rail Corridor should include & 
interpret the corridors railway heritage. 

 



The rail line has significant Heritage & Cultural value & should be on the Heritage Register 

as fits all 8 criteria that satisfies a place that has historic cultural heritage significance. 

Referencing the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 - this should not have been given an 

exemption, rail line should be heritage listed and surprised & question exemption by the 

Tasmanian Heritage Council? The North East line is over 122 years old being constructed in 

1899 involving private & Government investment which was a first at that times history, the 

railway was the reason for prosperity of the North East region especially agriculture, mining 

& forestry working near the various rail sidings & locations the line ran through with many of 

the descendants still living in the area. Note: A letter of concern or objection will be 

considered to be forwarded to the Heritage Council regards this approval exemption. 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 
16.   Entry of places in Heritage Register 

(1)  The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it is satisfied that 

the place has historic cultural heritage significance. 

(2)  For the purposes of subsection (1) , the Heritage Council may determine that a place 

has historic cultural heritage significance if it is satisfied that the place meets one or more 

of the following criteria: 

(a) the place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania's history; 

North East line established the main link to social & economic prosperity & lifeblood 

connection to Launceston regards Agriculture, Forestry, freight, communication & 

transport into area especially in the early 19th century.  

(b) the place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania's history;  

Line was built with cooperation by both private & government help & was a first at that 

time for the new growing colony.  

Approx 70 km rail line traverses unique picturesque rural & forested scenery from the 

Tamar valley through Lilydale & valley with mountain view; Denison Gorge was an 

extremely popular location in the 1900’s and had a worldwide reputation as one of the 

most scenic locations on the North East of Tasmania where regular picnic & scenic day 

trips took place to the area. 

(c) the place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding 

of Tasmania's history; 

Rail history & its links with each region is rich in history, stories & engrained in the 

fabric of Tasmania history with is decades of workers that contributed to the running of 

the trains over the decades, people linked of importance also government of the day 

contributing & fighting for a railway to be built with local businessmen seeking 

prosperity for their emerging economic area. 

(d) the place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place 

in Tasmania's history;  

 as above  

(e) the place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 

achievement;  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-117#GS16@Gs1@EN


Rail construction engineering achievement, Tunnel Construction at Tunnel is a kilometre 

in length and a technical achievement in its day due to the ground substrate.  

Large & continuous cuttings through solid blue stone at Denison Gorge & cold water 

creek.  

(f) the place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural 

group for social or spiritual reasons;  

122 years of rail history & multiple generations of people involved with ancestors & 

family involved with or worked, travelled also special events also tragic connections &, 

transport for servicemen in wars with the operation of the railway. All rail lines & the 

general population have a special place in local history linked to the North East area with 

strong connection\association with the railway that is intriguingly linked also important to 

Tasmania's rich history.  

(h) the place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics. 

Denison Gorge & surrounding picnic area. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If rail infrastructure is removed referring to specifically rail & sleepers, the rail is to offered to 

the Tasmanian Tourist & Heritage Sector especially priority given to L&NER group, & not 

sold for scrap as publically stated of intent by current Dorset Mayor. To note: as occurred 

with removal of line from Scottsdale to Tulendeena Section, rail was ripped up for scrap by 

sub-contractor including line into Scottsdale station siding beyond rail trail limit also in breach 

of Rail Act being a Crown owned asset.  

Rail, fittings & sleepers removed is to be handled in a condition to be able to be re used with 

no crippling or damage occurring as occurred with rail recovered from Tulendeena to Herrick 

for re use on the West Coast Wilderness Railway over 40% was unusable. 

Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS –  

8. Commits to making any serviceable railway materials recoverable, available to 
Tasmanians tourist/heritage rail sector. With priority given to L&NER, as part oft the 
Rail Corridor management agreement, in the event that section of the North East Rail 
Corridor are converted to a Rail Trail. 

In establishing this Development Application there has been no consultation with 

stakeholders especially proponent (L&NER) attempting to re-establish Tourist & Heritage 

trains into Scottsdale for benefit of the region & supported by the public and backed by   

independent sources e.g. phone surveys (Reachtel), Local Newspapers,(NE Advertiser, 

Examiner), local radio’s (7SD,LA also talkback feedback on ABC) of well over 70% with 

actual only 12% in support of the Rail Trail, also adjacent land owners (NERAF). Note: door 

to door survey carried out in 2019 of the 230 land owners, 212 were supportive of retention 

of the rail! 

Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS – 

2. Provides a leadership role in bringing all parties together to form a co operative 
arrangement. 

As found in the findings of the Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’, even with the 

prompt from the Legislative Council there has been poor to no direct consultation from 



Dorset Council, State or Federal Governments let alone input with all stake holders apart 

from cycling proponents to the rail trail project & current planning process. From initial 

regional funding announcement the general public, adjacent land owners to the rail line & 

the Tourist & Railway sector has had no opportunity for input into discussions or decision 

into this rail trail; as appears to be occurring up to this moment in progressing this rail trail 

there is the appearance of deals behind closed doors!  

With aggressive pursuance manner by Dorset Mayor with council backing for the removal of 

the rail line & no other potential option considered or taken on board, there appears to be 

little option of discussing in a cooperative manner even though working with cycle interests 

could achieve a “win win” for all stakeholders & overall north east tourist sector! 

Legislative Council Government Committee ‘B’ RECOMMENDATIONS – 

1. There has been a lack of consultation in the process to develop the North was Rail 
Trail, Early community consultation would have reduced the divisiveness  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Planning Application Support Report –  

Strategic Infrastructure Corridors (Strategic and Recreational use) Act 2016    

Act  No. of Part 6 - Planning  

55. Applications for permitted development in relation to land within, or adjoining, corridor.  

(2) (b) without limiting its discretion , may grant the permit subject to the conditions relating 

to the corridor safety and use objectives , that are recommended by the Minister (with or 

without modifications)  

There appears to be no real risk assessment or safety plan for the rail trail, steep 

embankments, high bridge structures with aged infrastructure, restricted & isolated locations 

with poor access in an emergency for users. 

Town Planning Assessment – & Dorset Interim Planning Scheme 2013. 

There is no contingency plan for co use of rail easement re if determined Passive 

recreational use.  

Utilities Zone – 28.1.1.2 - To provide for other compatible uses where they do not 
adversely impact on the utility. 

Mainline railway can be still linked with rail connection available via Lilydale Falls, Lilydale, 

Karoola, Turners Marsh & Coldwater Creek junction to mainline via potential & currently 

regulatory approved section operated by LNER, Wyena section has been endorsed by 

Legislative council to be left insitu for future use. Change of land use or alteration to zoning 

may limit & inhibit potential business case re co use for future access to Scottsdale. 

Part 2 Objectives of the Planning Process Established by this Act  

The objectives of the planning process established by this Act are, in support of the 

objectives set out in Part 1 of the Schedule – 

(vi) to conserve those buildings, area or other places which are of scientific, aesthetic 

architectural or historical interest, or otherwise of special cultural value, 

Dismantling of an historic railway & its infrastructure also altering & changing the main 

corridor & surface is destroying this asset.  



To protect public infrastructure and other assets and enable the orderly provision and 

coordination of public facilities for the better of the community; and  

(ix) to provide a planning framework which fully considers land capability.  

Removal of rail infrastructure & crushing of rail ballast will be detrimental to stability of rail 

embankment, eg. Wash out’s, poor drainage & keeping blue metal in place. No civil 

maintenance program in place for current Scottsdale to Tulendeena section or here? 

 

Author 

Michael de Bomford 

1 Hurst Street 

Lulworth 7252  

Tasmania 
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Sarah Forsyth

From: Martin Le Fevre <mlefevre@bigpond.net.au>
Sent: Sunday, 24 January 2021 8:05 AM
To: Dorset Council
Subject: Community On The Rails - TRC Tourism

The General Manager 
I post in support of Dorest Councils Development Application for the North East Corridor Conversion or the rail trail to 
the Cycling Trail 
 
The document below is a great synopsis of the enormous benefits a rail trail has for the community Firstly,  as an 
economic injection for the region & community.  
Secondly, as a mental health- social well being  infrastructure in the the region Thirdly, as an employment generator 
for the community 
 
Carole & I have travelled extensively throughout Australia on our caravans & have seen first hand what rail trails 
generate for the regional communities Two which we seem to return to again and again in our travels are the Riesling 
Trail in the Clare Valley Wine Region and the Great Victorian Rail Trail near Mansfield in Victoria  
 
The proposition that the disused north eastern railway line should be restored as a tourist attraction is LUDICROUS in 
the Extreme! WHY? 
 
The cost of restoration of the rail line would be astronomical The cost of up keeping the restored rail line would be a 
huge burden to rate payers The economic return from tourists & like purchasing tickets on the trains using the rail 
line would minimal to say the least The minimal injection of dollars into the region from tourists & visitors to the rail 
line would be be a fraction of the budget for the annual cost of running the rail line  
 
Rail line versus rail trail is a “no brainer”  
On virtually every count a rail trail wins hands down A rail trails economic benefits to the community are huge The  
North East Rail Trail is a MUST for the Dorest Council Regards Martin and Carole Le Fevre mlefevre@bigpond.net.au 
0417507567  
 
https://www.trctourism.com/community-on-the-rails/ 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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The General Manager  

Dorset Council 

dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au  

 

Re NE Corridor Development Application # 122/2020 
 

Introduction 

The prupose of this document is to help support the conversion of the Lilydale to Scottsdale railway 

corridor to a rail trail.  

 

Why convert a railway to rail trail? 

There's many reasons Rail Trails have blossomed in Australia and Globally: 

 

1. Return on Investment (ROI) of developing walking/ riding trails on disused railway is between 3:1 to 

7:1. For every dollar spent, expect 3 to 7 dollars in return. 

 

A 2019 study of development in the US features astonishing figures related to Rail Trail ROI: 

https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/new-research-finds-public-investment-in-trails-

walking-and-biking-infrastructure-delivers-potential-economic-benefits-of-1385-billion-annually/ 

2. It builds communities (Otago Rail Trail NZ, Brisbane Vally Rail Trail QLD). 

3. Avge. day spend of a rail trail visitor in Australia is $50-2l50. 

https://www.northernriversrailtrail.org.au/rail-trails-work/economic-benefits/case-study-2-australian-ra

il-trails/ 

4. Tasmanians need more exercise options. A rail trail gets the heart, arms and legs pumping. It's an 

all-ages recreation option and not just for bikes or eBikes, it's for joggers  and walkers too. 

 

For additional supporing info. related to thew positve halth impacts of a rail trail, see "Strategic Context" 

(page 3 of North West Tas. Coastal Pathway & the Cycling Experience Investment Prospectus) for figures 

related to the "Tasmanian Lifestyle Health Crisis" :  

https://www.cradlecoast.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Strategic-Plan-North-West-Coastal-Pathwa

y-Cycling-Prospectus-ID-15847.pdf 

mailto:dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/new-research-finds-public-investment-in-trails-walking-and-biking-infrastructure-delivers-potential-economic-benefits-of-1385-billion-annually/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/new-research-finds-public-investment-in-trails-walking-and-biking-infrastructure-delivers-potential-economic-benefits-of-1385-billion-annually/
https://www.northernriversrailtrail.org.au/rail-trails-work/economic-benefits/case-study-2-australian-rail-trails/
https://www.northernriversrailtrail.org.au/rail-trails-work/economic-benefits/case-study-2-australian-rail-trails/
https://www.cradlecoast.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Strategic-Plan-North-West-Coastal-Pathway-Cycling-Prospectus-ID-15847.pdf
https://www.cradlecoast.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Strategic-Plan-North-West-Coastal-Pathway-Cycling-Prospectus-ID-15847.pdf


 

 

Additional Supporting Resources 

Excellent appraisal of the benefits of a Rail Trail together with several links to further reading all of 

which support the conversion of redundant rail lines to Rail Trails. (US article)  

https://www.trctourism.com/community-on-the-rails/ 

 

Closer to home, this artcile  (9.1.2021) expresses the value of converting a disused railway in Monaro 

Plains NSW to a rail trail: 

https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/riding-the-rails-inside-the-push-for-a-bike-trail-on-disused

-tracks-in-the-monaro/ar-BB1cC0aE 

 

Similar, but featuring four rail trails: 

https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2019/nov/04/on-the-rails-four-australian-cycleways-built-on-aban

doned-train-tracks 

 

 

Need more convincing  of the value of converting disused railways to rail trails? 

US-based article with vast detail across all categories of info. related to rail trails: 

https://conservationtools.org/guides/97-economic-benefits-of-trails 

https://www.northernriversrailtrail.org.au/rail-trails-work/rail-trails-work/ 

 

This from a farmer on the South Burnett Rail Trail (Kingaroy QLD) : 

Farmer and supporter of rail trails for the region's social and economic future, Craig Kapernick, Cloyna 

Jan 21st 2020: 

https://www.trctourism.com/community-on-the-rails/
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/riding-the-rails-inside-the-push-for-a-bike-trail-on-disused-tracks-in-the-monaro/ar-BB1cC0aE
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/riding-the-rails-inside-the-push-for-a-bike-trail-on-disused-tracks-in-the-monaro/ar-BB1cC0aE
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2019/nov/04/on-the-rails-four-australian-cycleways-built-on-abandoned-train-tracks
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2019/nov/04/on-the-rails-four-australian-cycleways-built-on-abandoned-train-tracks
https://conservationtools.org/guides/97-economic-benefits-of-trails
https://www.northernriversrailtrail.org.au/rail-trails-work/rail-trails-work/


 

https://www.discoversouthburnett.com.au/things-to-do/rail-trails-in-the-south-burnett/ 

 

Rocherla to Lilydale? 

It's just a shame the rail trail doesn't start at Rocherlea.  

Imagine the appeal to international  bike tourists of riding  a bike from L'ton. airport to St. Helens and 

beyond, all off-road, all in traffic-free safety  and in Tassie's amazing wilderness. 

The North East Rail Trail will be a vital part of this ambition. 

Yours sincerely, 

Chris Adams,  

Bike Commuter, L'ton resident of 47 yrs. 

West L'ton. Tas. 

24.1.2021 

 

https://www.discoversouthburnett.com.au/things-to-do/rail-trails-in-the-south-burnett/


 

 Rai l tra i ls Aust ral ia  ra il tra i ls connecting communit ies–

 

 
 
 
 
 

24 January 2021 

 

Mr Tim Watson 
General Manager  
Dorset Council 
PO Box 21   
Scottsdale TAS 7260 
 
Email: dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au 
CC tim.watson@dorset.tas.gov.au  
 

Support for Development Application North-East Railway Corridor  

 
Dear Mr Watson 
 
Rail Trails Australia (RTA) strongly supports the Dorset Council’s Development Application for the 
extension of the North East Rail Trail from Scottsdale to Wyena.   

RTA also strongly supports the extension from Wyena to Lilydale Falls (and a safe extension to 
Lilydale town centre) which we understand falls within the Launceston City Local Government 
area.  

RTA is the national organisation promoting the use and development of rail trails throughout 
Australia.  All over Australia and internationally, former rail lines have been converted into multi-
use trails by councils for walking, cycling and horse riding, providing a safe, health-promoting 
corridor between communities for locals and visitors alike, and inclusive of people irrespective of 
their level of mobility.  
RTA has continually voiced support for the North East Recreation/Rail Trail and would like to 
provide further reassurance that it is quite feasible to construct a good rail trail in North East 
Tasmania with the funding already provided and that the trail will be well used by the community. 
There are numerous examples of highly successful rail trails in other parts of Australia and around 
the world that demonstrate the enormous benefit that those trails bring to the communities on, and 
nearby, the trails.  The Otago Rail Trail in New Zealand, the Lilydale (Vic) to Warburton Rail Trail in 
Victoria and the Brisbane Valley Rail Trail in South East Queensland are just a few of the many 
success stories that have brought new economic life and optimism to declining rural areas and at 
the same time preserving the history and significant infrastructure of the former railways. 

Of note, these three rail trails all have close association and interconnections with existing 
passenger rail services (One Heritage Rail and two State Government public transport) 

RTA also supports the Tasmanian government’s proposal for the North East Railway Corridor, to 
allow a two-stage heritage railway from Coldwater Creek to Lilydale.   

RTA is assisting community groups and local government for several other rail trail proposals in 
other states where there is a similar situation to the North East Railway corridor with both 
walking/cycling/riding activities and heritage rail activities utilising different sections of the railway 
corridor.  

Rail Trails Australia Inc. 

PO Box 2127 
Oak Park, Vic 3046 

Phone: +61 401 959 315 
Email: admin@railtrails.org.au 

ABN 94 479 743 813 

mailto:dorset@dorset.tas.gov.au
mailto:tim.watson@dorset.tas.gov.au
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 Rai l tra i ls Aust ral ia  ra il tra i ls connecting communit ies–

RTA very much looks forward to supporting and seeing further progress on development of the rail 
trail on the North East Rail corridor.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Damian McCrohan 
President 

0407 547 016 
dmccrohan@railtrails.org.au  

mailto:dmccrohan@railtrails.org.au
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Sarah Forsyth

From: Deb van Velzen <debvanv66@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, 24 January 2021 3:04 PM
To: Dorset Council
Subject: Submission on Development Application number 122/2020

 I heard about the Development Application regarding the North East Rail Trail (Application 
number 122/2020), and that comment was sought. 
 
I totally support this development and extension works. 
 
A friend from Strahan and I went and stayed in Scottsdale last year specifically to do the rail trail. 
We spent money on accommodation, multiple meals and shopped in the town.  We also 
supported the region too as we were based in Bridport for  the prior weekend with other friends 
from all around the state.  A third friend was inspired by our day on the RailTrail, and is planning a 
return visit with even more friends. 
 
To have the RailTrail extended and improved will bring us back, with even more people. To 
include the historic Scottsdale Railway Stations and have this restored and used in a sympathetic 
way would be a solid step forward in further developing resources, services and places of interest 
and use to both locals and visitors. We see that the RailTrail could keep most of our group busy, 
but the surrounding area, and facilities along the trail, means non-cycling friends can meet up with 
us along the way (after they have shopped locally for a picnic!). 
 
Keep up the great work, and we look forward and support any efforts to join with the Launceston 
rail trail and cycle networks. 
 
Deborah van Velzen 
48 Old Rd Franklin TAS 7113 
0427554264 
debvanv66@gmail.com 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Sarah Forsyth

From: lamli@bigpond.com
Sent: Monday, 25 January 2021 10:50 AM
To: Development Applications
Subject: Objection DA 2020/122

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

To Dorset Council 
 
Re; DA 2020/122 Rail Trail. 
 
Objection in relation to change of land use which will allow 24/7 public access to 3km of our property boundary for 
a tourist venture which will impede our agricultural and plantation forestry activities. Regarding spray drift, firearm 
use for vermin control and scenic corridor buffers which if not in place will come with regulatory creep, refer to 
Forest Practices Code and current problems with Blue Derby & STT wood production zone. 
Increased fire risk and access for theft and trespassers. An ever increasing problem that will only be enhanced with 
3km of 24/7 public access. 
And it may be easy to say that is a matter for the police, but the fact is they don’t care. 
Over the last 2 years we have replaces 3km of fencing, will this now be maintained on 50/50 basis or will Council 
damage the fence and expect us to repair ? 
 
Regards 
Leigh Arnold 
 
L & M Arnold Pty Ltd 
PID 3181417 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Sarah Forsyth

From: Kent rattray <kent.rattray@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 25 January 2021 12:55 PM
To: Dorset Council
Cc: Stuart Bryce
Subject: Rail trail

Dear sir 
I am writing to register my complaint to the rail trail planning application by the Dorset council as my wife and I run a 
harness racing operation at 3295 Golconda rd Lietinna the removal of the rail line will seriously impact our operations 
as our track borders on the rail line (less than 10 metres away)for over 400 metres The removal of this line will allow 
random traffic along this section where I am breaking young horses and working valuable race horses the random 
appearance of walkers ,bike riders ,and recreational motorised users will seriously put at danger myself my staff and 
our horses I have previously bought this to the attention of Mr Watson and Miss Bower about 5 years ago who agreed 
that I will have a problem and we’re going away to work out a solution to my dilemma as of 25 th January 2021 I have 
still never received any feed back Yours sincerely Kent Rattray 
25/01/2021 
Sent from my iPad 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Carly Hall | Administration Officer | Dorset Council 

Current work days: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

P: (03) 6352 6566 | F: (03) 6352 6509 | E: Carly.Hall@dorset.tas.gov.au 

3 Ellenor Street Scottsdale 7260 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

  

From: K1300 [mailto:k1300@bigpond.com]  
Sent: Monday, 25 January 2021 12:48 PM 
To: Development Applications <development@dorset.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: North East Rail line                                                To the General Manager of the Dorset council  

  

As  a rate payer in 
the Dorset municipality I believe the construction and ongoing maintenance of a 
bicycle track on the north east rail way is far from being a benefit to our 
district . We already have a failed rail trail from Scottsdale to the Billycock 
, with no facilities and almost no riders .It has failed to attract the 
projected numbers promoted in the start .The bike riders drive straight past to 
Derby and beyond  for a much more 
interesting ride . I am over 60 and have no interest in riding along a boring 
track ,I would rather a pleasant train journey . As for the financial point of view 
I have been in business for 40+ years and it would be a large financial burden 
to our municipality it is not a viable project ..Our Mayor and councillors have 
done a excellent job of running the municipality I think this is a mistake to 
take this on please let the rail people have a go and not burden our municipality 
with it . 

  

                                                                                               
Regards Bob Smith         

  

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Sarah Forsyth

From: Kana Suchenko <jk.suchenko@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 25 January 2021 3:22 PM
To: Development Applications
Subject: Fwd: Proposed bike trail from Scottsdale to Wyena.

 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Kana Suchenko <jk.suchenko@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, 25 Jan 2021, 10:27 am 
Subject: Proposed bike trail from Scottsdale to Wyena. 
To: <development@dorset.tas.gov.au> 
 
25/01/2021 
Attention Manager, 
Dorset Council, 
 
My name is Jereme Suchenko, I live at 839 Golconda Rd, Lebrina TAS 7254. 
I strongly feel that if the bike trail gets the go ahead then this will be a waste of tax payer $dollars!  
 
Due to the current position of Dorset locals that have voiced their support to leave the railway line intact, to 
allow a tourist train to travel the line (and allow all of the community to be able to view the spectacular 
views!), not just those fit and able to ride! 
How can the elderly people, the people who don't/can't ride or the people with disabilites get to see the sites 
and have a new regular outing. 
           The railway must stay! 
 
My house is approximately 15-20 metres from the railway line in Lebrina, and I'm feeling stressed to know 
that if this proposed stage of development gets the go ahead then what next? Ride past our house! please no. 
This situation is impacting on my mental health and making me feel very insecure as some of our friends are 
all for the bike trail but we aren't. So this is driving friends apart and splitting the community, I haven't been 
honest with some friends I didn't tell them I don't want a bike trail ☹ . 
 
 At night after midnight we have had 4 wheel drives going past on the railway sometimes 2 or 3 per year at 
night, during the day there are motorbikes and pedestrians traversing the railway and 4 wheel drives, some 
have picked up sticks to wield as they walk by,  
 
If it gets the go ahead then we would like a big fence built for privacy and maybe everyone else's house  that 
is impacted by this may want big fences too. 
 
 
Also if the roads in Dorset were all of high quality then hey you may have surplus funds to benefit the 
communities social places or families activities, but when Golconda Rd and Springfield Rd are still looking 
for a bit of TLC then let's not waste the money$ 
 
 
From Jereme Suchenko 
           0477127961 
           jk.suchenko@gmail.com 
 

sforsyth
Text Box

sforsyth
Text Box

sforsyth
Text Box

sforsyth
Text Box

sforsyth
Text Box


	1. Signed Application Forms and Consents, Titles, Heritage Exemption and Supporting Report - Rail Trail (Scottsdale to Wyena) - Dorset ~ F R...
	2. A3 Plans - Proposed North East Rail Trail (aerial imagery) - Dorset
	3. A3 Plans - Proposed North East Rail Trail - Dorset
	4. A3 Plan - Proposed Rail Trail - Scottsdale Station
	5. Car Parking Plan for Proposed Rail Trail
	6. TasWater Email (No Referral Required)
	7. SIGNED Response to Tim Watson at Dorset Council - Notification of Planning Authority
	8.  Representations
	Crawford - 14 January
	Guinta - 14 January
	Zegveld - 14 January
	Wallace - 15 January
	Dickinson - 15 January
	Cooper - 16 January
	Elliffe - 16 January
	Gallagher - 18 January
	Armstrong - 19 January
	LNER - 19 January
	Young Family - 20 January
	TBUG - 20 January
	NERAF - 20 January
	Pearton - 20 January
	Dickinson - 21 January
	Geard - 21 January
	Rainbow - 21 January
	Venn - 21 January
	Fyfe - 22 January
	Anderson - 22 January
	Bicycle Network Tasmania - 22 January
	Cowan - 22 January
	Lette - 22 January
	Arvier - 23 January
	de Bombford - 23 January
	LeFevre - 24 January
	Adams - 24 January
	Rail Trails Australia - 24 January
	Van Velzen - 24 January
	Arnold - 25 January
	Camplin - 25 January
	Rattray - 25 January
	Suchenko - 25 January




