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Council Meeting 

Minutes 

29 June 2020 
 

Meeting Opened: 6.02pm 
 
Present: Crs Greg Howard (Mayor), Dale Jessup (Deputy Mayor), Jerrod Nichols, 

Wendy McLennan, Leonie Stein, Jan Hughes, Murray Lade, Edwina 
Powell, Mervyn Chilcott (arrived 6.04pm) 

 
 General Manager: Tim Watson, Director – Works & Infrastructure: 

Dwaine Griffin, Director – Corporate Services: John Marik, Director – 
Community & Development: Rohan Willis 

 
Apologies:  Nil 
 

Item 77/20 Confirmation of Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes – 18 May 2020 
  Ref: DOC/20/4778 

 
The Chair reported that he had viewed the minutes of the meeting of the Ordinary Meeting held 
on Monday, 18 May 2020, finds them to be a true record and recommends that they be taken 
as read and signed as a correct record. 
 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Stein | SECONDED: Cr Lade 

That the Minutes of Proceedings of the Dorset Council Ordinary Meeting held on 18 May 2020 
having been circulated to all Councillors, be confirmed as a true record. 

CARRIED 
 
  



 

Dorset Council | Ordinary Meeting of Council | Minutes | 29 June 2020 
Ref: DOC/20/6192             
 Page 4 of 14 

Item 78/20 Confirmation of Council Meeting Closed Session Minutes – 18 May 2020 
  Ref: DOC/20/4779 

 
The Chair reported that he had viewed the minutes of the meeting of the Ordinary Meeting 
Closed Session held on Monday, 18 May 2020, finds them to be a true record and recommends 
that they be taken as read and signed as a correct record. 
 

Decision  

MOVED: Cr Hughes | SECONDED: Cr Nichols 

That the Minutes of Proceedings of the Dorset Council Ordinary Meeting Closed Session held on 
18 May 2020 having been circulated to all Councillors, be confirmed as a true record. 

CARRIED 
 

Item 79/20  Confirmation of Agenda 

 

Decision  

MOVED: Cr Jessup | SECONDED: Cr Powell 

That Council confirm the Agenda and order of business for the 29 June 2020 Council Meeting. 

CARRIED 

 
Councillor Chilcott joined the Meeting (6.04pm) 

Item 80/20  Declaration of an Interest of a Councillor or Close Associate 
 

In accordance with Regulation 8 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 and Council’s adopted Code of Conduct, the Mayor requests Councillors to indicate 
whether they have, or are likely to have a pecuniary interest (any pecuniary interest or 
pecuniary detriment) or conflict of interest in any item on the Agenda. 
 
INTEREST DECLARED 

Nil 

Item 81/20  Management Team Briefing Report 

 
The purpose of this agenda item is to provide Councillors and the community with a briefing 
on matters of interest dealt with during the past month by Council’s Management Team. 
 

Recommendation 

That the Management Team Briefing Report be received and noted. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Decision 

MOVED: Cr Jessup | SECONDED: Cr Hughes 

That the Management Team Briefing Report be received and noted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Item 82/20  Council Workshops Held Since Last Council Meeting 

 
2 June | Council Briefing Workshop 

Item 83/20  Councillor Applications for Leave of Absence 

 
Nil  

Item 84/20  Public Question Time 

 
The following questions were received on notice. 
 
Karl Willrath, Scottsdale – 18 June 2020 

Mayor Howard, in relation to your 28th October 2019 article in the Examiner, titled “why 
Councillors deserve a safe work place” https://www.examiner.com.au/story/6459582/why-
councillors-deserve-a-safe-workplace/ : 
 

1. Was the article meant to be marked fiction or fantasy? 

2. Do you intend to contact the Examiner to have a retraction printed? 
 

Response from Mayor Greg Howard: 

1. No 

2. No 
 
During Councillor question time, there appears to be a lot of pre-arranged questions from 
favoured Councillors to Dorset management. As you may be aware, these types of questions 
are commonly called “Dorothy Dixers”. 
 

1. Would it be possible to ring a bell or something, so when a Dorothy Dixer is going to be 
asked, the constituents of the Dorset Shire know a question is pre-arranged? 

 

Response from Mayor Greg Howard: 

You have either deliberately and vindictively made this up or you are engaging in a world 
of fantasy.  Either way there is not even a semblance of substance to your allegation. 

 
***** 

 
 

https://www.examiner.com.au/story/6459582/why-councillors-deserve-a-safe-workplace/
https://www.examiner.com.au/story/6459582/why-councillors-deserve-a-safe-workplace/
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Karl Willrath – Scottsdale: 

On the Dorset Council website home page it states “Dorset – challenging the status quo” and 
“At Dorset we do things differently”. Is the building of the new Derby depot on crown land 
without approvals a good example of these statements?   
   

Response from Mayor Greg Howard: 

No, clearly this is an anomaly. 
 
 
Lawrence Archer – Bridport:  

1. 2 years ago when the replacement of the Scottsdale swimming pool was first mooted, 
the general manager told Councillors that the estimated cost was in the range of 3.5 to 4 
million dollars. What is the latest cost estimate?  

2. Did the Council management knowingly proceed to build the new Derby depot on 
Crown land without approval, and on what date did the Mayor become aware of this?  

3. On what date were all Councillors notified that the Derby depot was constructed on 
Crown land without approval?  

 
 Response from Mayor Greg Howard: 

1. Those numbers are incorrect. In 2018 the Liberal Party made an electoral promise 
of $2.75 million to be matched by Council for the pool upgrade. This puts the 
initial costing at $5.5 million. The number communicated to Councillors was $5-6 
million in line with that promise. Since then we have added a wet play area which 
will add to the original costing. The final number will be subject to acceptance of 
the winning tender which is under consideration at the closed session of tonight’s 
meeting. As someone who has recently been convicted of releasing confidential 
information from a closed session of Council I am sure you are acutely aware that 
I cannot release that information.  

2. Yes, but there are significant extenuating circumstances regarding that decision. I 
became aware on the 8th June 2020. 

3. On the 9th of June 2020 via an email from the General Manager. 
 

Item 85/20  Deputations 
 
Nil 
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Item 86/20  Councillor Question Time 

 
Councillor Wendy McLennan: 

I spoke to Dwaine Griffin during the week as I had a question from a ratepayer about re-
sheeting his street and I wasn’t sure how someone goes about getting there street assessed 
for re-sheeting. Does Council have an annual process of assessing streets/roads for 
maintenance? 
 

Response from Director – Works and Infrastructure, Dwaine Griffin: 

Council conduct road inspections every year.  Part of this assessment will include 
traffic movements, heavy vehicle usage, schools, etc. that are assessed when looking 
at re-sealing schedules.  The road in question was re-sealed in 2013 and was 
inspected and is in generally good condition, with some spots requiring minor repairs 
and Council would expect another 7-8 years of wear prior to looking at re-sheeting 
again. 

 
 
Councillor Edwina Powell: 

In the North Eastern Advertiser you stated “if Council received a development application from 
one of our residents or developers and had not done anything about it for 6-8 months, we 
would rightfully respect them to go ahead and build and then obtain retrospective approval.” 
Would you be prepared to withdraw that statement as it has caused some angst within the 
community or at least clarify that statement? 
 

Response from Mayor Greg Howard: 

No, I won’t be withdrawing it.  What I was saying was, if someone had put a building 
or planning application in and Council have sat on it for 6 months without doing 
anything about it and they haven’t received any information or any approvals – I 
wouldn’t have a problem building it and seeking retrospective approval, simple as 
that.  It was quite straightforward example.  In reality, this doesn’t happen as Council 
has a very good track record of turning around planning and building applications 
within the specified timeframes and if Council do exceed the timeframes, these 
situations are communicated with the applicant and Council generally get a signed 
agreement.  It was given as an example of how some Government departments 
operate badly in that area. 

 
 
Councillor Mervyn Chilcott: 

Is it possible to get a briefing on what’s happening at Derby in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic at the next Briefing Workshop? 
 
 

Response from Mayor Greg Howard: 

Yes 
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Councillor Edwina Powell: 

What steps have been taken to address the situation of the Derby Depot and how soon will 
that be able to be sorted out? 
 

Response from Mayor Greg Howard: 

Council are currently seeking legal advice on where we stand on things at this point in 
time.   

 

Item 87/20  Notices of Motion by Councillors  

 
Nil 
 
 
Mayor Howard vacated the Chair (6.15pm) 

Deputy Mayor Jessup took the Chair 
 

Item 88/20 Notice of Motion – Councillor Greg Howard – COVID-19 Business and 
Community Support Package Amendment 

   Ref: DOC/20/5847 | NoM: DOC/20/5846 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this agenda item is to consider a motion from Councillor Greg Howard to 
rescind part of the motion passed in Item 59/20 (Community and Business Support Package) 
at the 27 April 2020 Council Meeting, and to pass an amended motion regarding the same 
matter. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council rescind part 1, point 4 of Item 59/20 (passed at the 27 April 2020 Council 
Meeting) as listed below*: 

Rate relief for 6 months be provided to tourism businesses which have been 
adversely affected by COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, subject to a cap of 
$20,000. 

*Voting Requirement under the Act | Absolute Majority 

 

That Council replace rescinded point 4 with the following: 

Rate relief for 6 months be provided to tourism businesses which have been 
adversely affected by the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

Dorset Council | Ordinary Meeting of Council | Minutes | 29 June 2020 
Ref: DOC/20/6192             
 Page 9 of 14 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Howard | SECONDED: Cr Stein 

That Council rescind part 1, point 4 of Item 59/20 (passed at the 27 April 2020 Council 
Meeting) as listed below*: 

Rate relief for 6 months be provided to tourism businesses which have been 
adversely affected by COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, subject to a cap of 
$20,000. 

*Voting Requirement under the Act | Absolute Majority 

 

That Council replace rescinded point 4 with the following: 

Rate relief for 6 months be provided to tourism businesses which have been 

adversely affected by the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Deputy Mayor Jessup vacated the Chair (6.19pm) 

Mayor Howard re-took the Chair 

Item 89/20 2020/21 Fees and Charges 
   Reporting Officer: Director – Corporate Services, John Marik 
   Ref: DOC/20/5471 | Fees & Charges V3: DOC/20/5901  

 
Purpose  

The purpose of this report is to review the Fees and Charges Schedule for 2020/21. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council adopt the attached Fees and Charges Schedule for 2020/21. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Jessup | SECONDED: Cr Chilcott 

That Council adopt the attached Fees and Charges Schedule for 2020/21. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Item 90/20 Rates and Charges Policy Review 
   Reporting Officer: Director – Corporate Services, John Marik 
   Ref: DOC/20/5788 | Reviewed Policy: DOC/20/5063  

 
Purpose  

The purpose of this report is to review the Rates and Charges Policy. 
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Recommendation 

That Council adopt the attached revised Policy No. 42 – Rates and Charges. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Lade | SECONDED: Cr Chilcott 

That Council adopt the attached revised Policy No. 42 – Rates and Charges. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Item 91/20 2020/21 Rates Resolution  
   Reporting Officer: Director – Corporate Services, John Marik 
   Ref: DOC/20/5707  

 

Recommendation 

That Council make and levy rates and charges for the period 01 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 in 
accordance with the resolution, which follows 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Nichols | SECONDED: Cr Stein 

That Council make and levy rates and charges for the period 01 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 in 
accordance with the resolution, which follows: 
 
1.  GENERAL RATE 

1.1 That pursuant to section 90 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act), Council 
makes the following general rate on all rateable land (excluding land which is exempt 
pursuant to the operation of section 87 of the Act) within the municipal area of 
Dorset for the period commencing 1 July 2020 and ending 30 June 2021: 

(a) 7.2367 cents in the dollar on the assessed annual value of the land. 
 
1.2 That pursuant to section 90(4) of the Act, Council sets a minimum amount payable in 

respect of the general rate specified in clause 1.1 of this resolution in the amount of 
$272.50. 

2. SERVICE RATES AND SERVICE CHARGES 

2.1 That pursuant to sections 93, 93A, 94 and 95 of the Act, Council makes the following 
service rates and service charges on all rateable land in the municipal area of Dorset 
(including land which is otherwise exempt from rates pursuant to section 87 of the 
Act but excluding land owned by the Crown to which the Council does not supply the 
relevant services) for the period commencing on 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 
2021, namely: 

(a) A service charge in the amount of $93.65 for waste management services on all 
rateable land for the operational costs of Council’s waste transfer stations (being 
a waste management facility), cartage of waste, removal of town waste and 
rehabilitation of Council’s former tip sites. 
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(b) Pursuant to sections 94(3) and 107 of the Act, Council declares by absolute 
majority that the service charge for waste management services specified in 
clause 2.1(a) of this resolution is varied as follows: 

i. for all land in the locality of Derby which is used or predominantly used for 
commercial purposes, the service charge is varied from the amount of 
$93.65 to the amount of $1,000. 

(c) Service charges for waste management in respect of all land to which Council 
supplies waste management services comprising the supply of a kerb-side 
garbage collection service and/or the supply of a kerb-side recycling collection 
service, as follows: 

i. $257.90 for a large (i.e. 240 litre) mobile garbage bin; 
ii. $130.50 for a medium (i.e. 120 litre) mobile garbage bin; 
iii. $110.45 for a small (i.e. 80 litre) mobile garbage bin; and 
iv. $124.15 where Council supplies a recycling collection service. 

2.2 If any land to which any of the waste management service charges in paragraphs 
2.1(a), (b) or (c) is applicable is the subject of separate rights of occupation, which are 
separately valued in the valuation list prepared under the Valuation of Land Act 2001, 
then the charges apply to each separate right of occupation. 

2.3 Pursuant to section 93A of the Act, Council makes the following service rate in respect 
of the fire service contributions it must collect under the Fire Service Act 1979 for the 
rateable parcels of land within the municipal area of Dorset: 

(a) for land within the Bridport and Scottsdale Volunteer Brigade Rating District, a 
service rate of 0.4272 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value; and 

(b) for land within the General Land Rating District a service rate of 0.3319 cents in 
the dollar of assessed annual value. 

Pursuant to section 93(3) of the Act, Council sets a minimum amount of $41 payable 
for the service rate in respect of the fire service contributions it must collect under 
the Fire Service Act 1979. 

3. SEPARATE LAND 

That for the purposes of these resolutions the rates and charges shall separately apply 
to each parcel of land which is shown as being separately valued in the valuation list 
prepared under the Valuation of Land Act 2001. 

4. INSTALMENT PAYMENTS 

That pursuant to section 124 of the Act, Council determined that ratepayers:- 

(a) may pay the rates and charges by one payment, in which case the due date for 
that payment is 30 September 2020; and 

(b) may pay rates and charges by four (4) equal instalments, in which case Council 
determines that the dates by which the instalments are to be paid are as follows: 

i. the first instalment on or before 30 September 2020; and 
ii. the second instalment on or before 30 November 2020; and 
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iii. the third instalment on or before 31 January 2021; and 
iv. the fourth instalment on or before 31 March 2021. 

5. DEFAULT INTEREST ON LATE PAYMENT 

Pursuant to section 128(1)(b) of the Act, if any rate or instalment is not paid in full 
within 14 days of the date it falls due, then there is payable a daily interest charge 
equal to the prescribed percentage calculated in accordance with section 128(2) of 
the Act in respect of the unpaid rate or instalment for the period during which the 
relevant amount remains unpaid. 

6. ADJUSTED VALUES 

That for the purpose of each of these resolutions, any reference to assessed annual 
value includes a reference to that value as adjusted pursuant to section 89 of the Act. 

7. TERMS USED 

Words and expressions used both in these resolutions and in the Act or the Fire 
Service Act 1979 have in these resolutions the same respective meanings as they have 
in those statutes. 

 
*Voting Requirement under the Act | Absolute Majority 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Item 92/20 2020/21 Budget Estimates 
   Reporting Officer: Director – Corporate Services, John Marik 
   Ref: DOC/20/5527 | 2020/21 Budget Estimates: DOC/20/4570[v2] | 2020/21 Capital  
   Budget: DOC/20/4042[v3] 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this agenda item is to adopt the Budget Estimates for the 2020/21 financial 
year.  
 
Recommendation 

That pursuant to Section 82 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council approves and adopts 
the 2020/21 Budget Estimates*. 

*Voting Requirement under the Act | Absolute Majority 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Nichols | SECONDED: Cr Hughes 

That pursuant to Section 82 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council approves and adopts 
the 2020/21 Budget Estimates*. 

*Voting Requirement under the Act | Absolute Majority 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Item 93/20 2020/21 Annual Plan  
   Reporting Officer: Director – Corporate Services, John Marik 
   Ref: DOC/20/5441 | Plan: DOC/20/4372 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this agenda item is to adopt a new Annual Plan for the 2020/21 financial year. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council receive and adopt the Annual Plan 2020/21. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Jessup | SECONDED: Cr Stein 

That Council receive and adopt the Annual Plan 2020/21. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Item 94/20 Closure of Meeting to the Public 

 

Decision 

MOVED: Cr Hughes | SECONDED: Cr Chilcott 

That the Meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Regulation 15 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
Time Meeting Closed to the Public:  6.44 pm 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEMS 
 

The following matter was listed in the Closed Session Meeting section of the Council Agenda 
in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015: 

Item 95/20 Contract 2019/20-08 – Scottsdale Pool Redevelopment “25m Pool, 
Learn to Swim and Leisure Pool plus Associated Works” 

 
The report on this matter was listed in the Closed Meeting section of the Council Agenda in 
accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 as the detail covered in the report relates to: 
 

– Contracts and tenders for the supply of goods and services 
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Time Meeting Closed:  7.08pm 
 
 
 

 

Minutes Confirmed:  20 July 2020 

Minute No:   97/20 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………. 

Mayor 


